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Settlers' schenes a success, says PM

Fadzi| Gnazali

MALAYSI A has succeeded i n devel opi ng an unequal | ed arrangement in hel pi ng
settlers devel op the country's | and and becone i nportant players in

Mal aysia's primary industries.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d through schenes |ike
the Federal Land Devel opnment Authority (Felda), the settlers have managed
to generate favourable i ncome for themand their famlies.

"Sonme countries try to enul ate our settlers' schenes but they are not
very successful ," he told a house packed with 1,500 | eaders of Fel da
settlers in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

He said Zi nbabwe had tried sinilar approach by taking plantations,
fornerly owned by the "Mat Sall ehs", and given themto its people so they
can becone settlers.

"The taking over of plantations fromthe Mat Sall ehs is good.
Unfortunately, those gained these new plantations do not know how to
manage them In the end, wealth was not generated. |Instead, |osses were
made, " he added.

Dr Mahathir said the situation in Malaysia is totally different, where
even during the present tines of economic crisis, the settlers who owned
oil palmplantations are maki ng bigger profits than before.

"The Fel da's approach has brought great benefits to settlers. Those
havi ng | ands near strategic towns becones instant nillionaire as their
| and val ue goes up when the area i s devel oped.

"It is so successful that it creates problenms. Now, the settlers are
faced with the problemof success. Their children, having earned quality
education, are now professionals. There are no one to succeed themin
devel opi ng the | and schenes,” he added.

Dr Mahathir also renminded the settlers that they are external forces who
envi ed Mal aysia's success and ainmed to i npoverish the country's econony to
make the country poor.

"Not many are aware of their intentions to re-colonise Mal aysia... \Wen
t hey deval ued our currency, we becone poorer. Then they conme in to lend us
money but not to hel p our economny, but nerely to settle our debts.™

Dr Mahathir said this is the approach taken by the International
Monetary Fund (I MF) where it inposed very strict conditions to the aid
that its disbursed.

"Mal aysia will not bowto the | M- because if we do, they will come in
and take over the country's econony... W wll be re-colonised again," he
added.

Dr Mahat hir who had live through four colonisation era said nothing is
bei ng done whenever a country is colonised as the purpose is nore of
exploiting the country's wealth.

"They want to col onise us again. That is why we see their interference
in our politics... It is indeed sad that we have political crisis at
present when we are already faced with an econonic turmoil," he added.

Dr Mahathir said if in lrag, the US adm nistration does not |ike
Presi dent Saddam Hussein, here in Ml aysia, Washington is not happy with
the existing Prine M nister.

"W can see what they have done to Irag. Thousands of children are
killed because of not happy with Saddam |f you do not |ike ne, do not
torture the rakyat of Mal aysia," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia will not be re-colonised if the rakyat is



uni ted and oppose them

On the issue of Deputy Prine Mnister, he noted that he had to sack
Dat uk Seri Dr Anwar |brahi mbecause a country's | eader must be a good
person with high noral val ues.

The Prime Mnister told reporters later that he is still considering who
anong the nmany candi dates shoul d be his new deputy.
"I"'mstill thinking and | have not decided... There are a | ot of people

in mnd, people who apparently consider they are eligible.”

Umo has three vice presidents nanely Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badaw ,
who is al so Foreign Mnister, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak and forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihammad Haji Mihamad Taib
who had been granted | eave by the party.

The DPM post fell vacant follow ng the expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahimfromthe Cabinet |ast Septenber 2 and from Umo the next day.
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