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SEVEN- GOLD TARGET | S REALI STI C, SAYS MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's seven-gold haul as
forecast by the National Sports Council (NSC) for the 16th Comobnweal t h
Ganes is a realistic target, Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin
Yassin said today.

He said the assessment was based on feedback fromthe rel evant sports
associ ations and the athletes' rankings in Cormonweal th.

However, this did not nean that Ml aysi a were not capabl e of exceeding
this target in the Ganes from Sept 11-21, he told reporters after neeting
the athletes preparatory conmttee here.

Muhyi ddi n said the unexpected coul d happen in sports and if athletes
hit format the right time they could beat those ranked above them

The NSC target is slightly Iower than the dynmpic Council of Ml aysia's
ei ght-gol d forecast.

The NSC are counting on two golds fromweightlifting, three from
badm nton and two from shooti ng.

Muhyi ddi n said Mal aysia could win nedals in other sports, such as
synchroni sed swi nming i ndividual and duet where Mal aysia are ranked in the
top five in Cormpnweal t h.

Bowl i ng has predicted to win two nmedal s but was not certain of the
col our, he said.

Muhyi ddin said training had entered a critical stage and sports
associ ati ons confident of wi nning nedals could seek financial assistance
fromthe NSCto give their athletes nore exposure

About RML24 million of the RML60 million allocated for preparing
at hl et es had been used up, he said.

Muhyi ddin said reports recei ved showed that training of athletes was
progressi ng snoot hly.

Meanwhil e, the Main Stadiumat the Bukit Jalil Sports Conpl ex woul d be
officially opened sinultaneously with the opening of the pre-Comobnweal t h
Ganes on July 11 by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

He will also name the Main Stadi umand Hockey Stadiumthere. -- BERNAVA
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