29 JUN 1998
Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
SEVERAL OUTSTANDI NG | SSUES REMAI N

SI NGAPORE, June 29 (Bernanm) -- Several outstanding issues remain
unresolved in the bilateral rel ati ons between Singapore and Ml aysi a,
Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar told Parlianent here today.

Among these was the supply of water although Mal aysia had given an
undertaking to continue to supply water to Singapore even after the two
exi sting agreenents expire in 2011 and 2061

Jayakumar sai d Si ngapore sought a | egally binding Water Agreenent which
set out the terns and conditions for the suppy of water when the present
agreements expire.

He said there had been several rounds of negotiations between Singapore
and Mal aysi a but "both sides have not reached an agreenent on water yet".

He said tal ks with Mal aysia woul d conti nue when Ml aysia i s ready.

Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad and his
Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong net in Kuala Lunpur in February this
year whereby the issue of water supply was di scussed.

Mal aysi a had agreed to continue to supply water to Singapore when the
present agreenments expire but the 60-day period set when the two prine
mnisters met in February to confirmthe terns and conditions for the new
agreenment has now | apsed.

Si ngapore gets about half of its daily water needs from Johor under the
exi sting two agreenents.

Jayakumar al so said that Singapore would nove its Custons, |nmigration
and Quarantine (CIQ facilities fromthe Tangjong Pagar railway station to
Wyodl ands on Aug 1.

On Pedra Branca (Pulau Batu Putih), he said both sides had agreed to
refer Malaysia's claimto the International Court of Justice.

He added this was a positive devel opnent as it brought the issue a step
cl oser to resol ution.
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