12/ 05/ 1998
Severe penalty for conpanies that steal water: Sany Vellu

Ariff Awang

THE Wrks M nistry is seeking an anendnent to the existing Water Supply
Act for the inposition of stiffer punishment on conpani es which steal
wat er .

Its Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said that the amendnment which wll
ensure that severe penalties are nmeted to offenders will be first
di scussed with the Attorney-General before being tabled at the Parlianent.

It will take "a long time to be inplenented’, he told a news conference
after giving a speech at a five-day notivation sem nar for PVMR, Form Four
and SPM st udents organi sed by Perkhi dnmat an Pendi di kan (Yakin) in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

The M ni ster was responding to a question on the necessity to anend the
exi sting Water Supply Act 1997.

Under Section 38 of the Bill, a conpany which is charged for illegally
taking water froma supply line can be fined a maxi num of RMBO, 000; its
officials can al so face two years' inprisonment.

He said the need for such an amendnent is vital especially in the
current situation where water shortages exist.

On the National Water Council Samy Vellu said, the council is now
preparing a working paper for its first neeting with all the state chief
m nisters. The date of the neeting he said, will be fixed after Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad returns fromhis visit to Cairo.

The Council he said, is also working on reports of the new water sources
i ncluding the |l ocations of dans and how reticul ati on can be carried out.

"I have asked an engi neering consultant to prepare for the full reports
within four nonths," said Sany Vellu and added that | ocal geol ogi sts have
identified new water sources in Banting and are preparing to tap them
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