11 APR 1998
Sany- Wat er
SEVERAL CHANGES LI KELY I N MALAYSI A- SI NGAPORE WATER PACT

SEGAMAT, April 11 (Bernama) -- Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu
sai d several changes night be nade in the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore wat er
agreenment which i s being di scussed.

"Among others we will process raw water here and supply themto
Si ngapore. This is a new feature which is being discussed,” he told
reporters |ast night.

He said the final decision would be nmade by the Foreign Mnistry
al t hough Works M nistry officials were involved in the di scussion.

Mal aysi a signed two agreenents in 1961 to supply raw water to
Si ngapore. The agreenents end in 2011 and 2061

Asked whet her Si ngapore woul d be receptive to the changes proposed,
Sany Vellu said he did not think that there would be problens as Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had di scussions with his Singapore
counterpart, Goh Chok Tong.

Dr Mahathir had in February al so assured Goh that Ml aysia would supply
wat er to Si ngapore.

On water shortage in the Klang Vall ey, Sany Vellu said there were plans
to get water fromthe east coast to neet higher demand in the west.

"The governnent has approved the plans. W will not be |aying pipeline
whi ch is expensive but building tunnels to channel water from Sungai Benus
in Pahang to the Klang Gate," he said.

He sai d Sungai CGonmbak had al so been identified as anot her potenti al
source of water for the Klang Gate dam as nuch as five mllion gallons
dai ly.

"The first option is Sungai Gonmbak and the second, Sungai Benus. W
want this project to be conpleted in two or three nonths' tinme because if
the dry spell continues we will have no water by then. The water level in
the damis decreasing daily," he said. --BERNAMA
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