04/ 08/ 1998

Shake of f siege nentality, Johor MB tells Singapore

KOTA TINGE, Mn. - Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani QG hman today | ed ot her
critics of the Singapore Governnent's decision to nove the Custons,

i mmigration and quarantine facilities to Wodl ands from Tanj ong Pagar in
urging the republic to shake off its "siege nmentality".

Chani said Singapore's action in stirring up issues such as the CQ
operations in the Tanjong Pagar railway station was evidence of this
mentality.

O hers who criticised the nove today were Deputy Transport M nister
Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam the Backbenchers O ub and Gerakan.

Backbenchers O ub information chief Abdul Rahman Sul ai man sai d t hat
si nce Singapore had made a unil ateral decision on the matter, it nust take
the initiative to resolve the problemif it wanted bilateral relations to
conti nue.

"Al'l this while, Ml aysia had been very tolerant inits relations with
Si ngapore in the spirit of neighbourliness and solidarity. Sadly,

Si ngapore did not appreciate this," he said.
The club al so urged the Singapore nedia to end their anti-Mal aysia

canpai gn.
Meanwhi | e, Umo Youth proposed that the Governnent consider suspending
new bilateral dealings with Singapore until its Prinme M nister Goh Chok

Tong states his Government's official position on contentious issues
bet ween the two countries.

Goh's official stance nmust be based on the understandi ng reached during
his meeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad early this
year whi ch showed Mal aysia's sincerity in solving bilateral problens, the
novenent said.

As in the last two days, train services to and from Tanj ong Pagar
station ran snoot hly today.

Ker et api Tanah Mel ayu Ber had sout hern regi on manager Mohamad Dzuri at
said all 12 services - six fromJohor Baru and six from Taj ong Pagar -
arrived and departed according to schedul e.

Speaking to reporters after attending a "neet-the-people" session
organi sed by Johor Ummo Youth today, Ghani said there was no need for
Si ngapore | eaders to harbour feelings of suspicion and fear towards their
nei ghbours, particularly Ml aysi a.

He said such feelings were unhealthy and would not help the republic in
its efforts to forge a good understanding with Ml aysi a.

"On Johor's side, | can say that the State has al ways abi ded by the
various agreenents that we have signed with Singapore, including the two
to supply water to the republic until 2011 and 2060.

"The republic's | eaders need not harbour unnecessary fears that we will
rebuke t hese agreenents. "

He said it was, therefore, unbeconing for Singapore to disregard its
agreement with Malaysia on its right to operate a railway station in
Tanj ong Pagar .

"Wile Mal aysi a has al ways adhered to the spirit of "prosper thy
nei ghbour', the sane cannot be said of Singapore.

"I nstead of feeling happy for Ml aysia when we built a bigger
international airport or upgraded our sea ports, Singapore, despite its
prosperity and advanced infrastructure, has shown a siege nentality by
continuously negating our efforts and showing us in bad light."
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