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Sharifah hel ping to pronote a science-cultured society

Ariff Awang
IN AN effort to becone a devel oped nation by the year 2020, the Gover nnent
is making efforts to pronote the formation of a science-cultured society.

The building of the RMBO million National Science Centre is one of the
ways whi ch the Governnment is hoping will help to incul cate such a society.

The centre is headed by Prof Dr Sharifah Barlian A did who oversees its
various activities and progranmmes.

"Sci ence teaches you to be analytical. W want a society that has better
thinking skills. Through their own creativity and i nnovati veness, people
can then think of ways to better devel op the society.

"We find that society, in the past, had shirked away fromarts such as
sketching and designing but it is through these activities that creativity
and i nnovative skills can be devel oped," she told Business Tines.

The not her of three has been involved in the National Science Centre
project since she was still lecturing at Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a.

She was appointed the director of the centre when it was opened by Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad i n Novenber 1996.

The centre is in fact the brainchild of Dr Mahat hir hinself.

Now that the centre is fully operational, she has to ensure that the
exhibition gallery is running well to continously attract a steady stream
of visitors.

She al so oversees the materials that are exhibited at the centre, which
are devel oped, designed and fabricated by its own engi neers and
t echni ci ans.

The centre al so devel ops and fabricates exhibits for other science
centres in the country.

Sharifah Barlian, who will be retiring next year, said nost of the
exhibits at the centre are interactive.

"People think that the centre is |ike a nmuseum and that there i s nothing
new for them The exhibits at the centre are very technical and we have
physi ci sts, engi neers and technical staff handling them

"When we first started the project, we appointed foreign consultants and
wor ked with them but now we do the fabricati on and mai nt enance wholly on
our own," she added.

The exhibits at the centre costs RVB6 million.

Last year, a total of 250,000 visitors visited the Centre.

The centre al so pronotes its exhibits through tour progranmres.

Last nonth, the centre organised a trip to Bagan Lalang in Sel angor to
bring its exhibits to the rural people there.

Under its various tour programres, its exhibits have attracted an
addi ti onal 100, 000 peopl e.

Apart fromthat, the centre al so conducts exhibitions at public places
such as Sunway Lagoon and the Putra World Trade Centre.

To get people to be nore involved in science, Sharifah Barlian said a
change in the education systemis vital to get the students to be nore
creative and i nnovati ve.

"If students are encouraged to be creative and i nnovative, they wll
devel op better thinking and anal ytical skills," she said.

She al so added that the centre al so provi des gui dance for teachers on
how to present ideas or science concepts to their students in an
interesting and creative nanner.

"W have started a programe called “saintis tunas' for children aged



between two to six years. W teach kindergarten teachers how to convey
science topics to children that will attract their interest,” she said.

The centre al so conducts a three-nonth training programes for | ocal
graduates who will later become teachers on the creative method of
t eachi ng sci ence.

Sharifah Barlian al so conmended efforts to conmercialise scientific
findings but added that they are hindered by the lack of marketing efforts
and strategies.

Citing an example, she said, if the exhibits at the centre are not
fabricated and sent out to other exhibition centres in the country, they
will still remain unknown to many Mal aysi ans.

"Marketing and pronotion, directly or indirectly, is crucial for new
scientific inventions as well as for the devel opnent of science itself.

"I'f we conpare the contribution of our |ocal universities in the
devel opnent of science in the country with other devel oped nations, we can
said that we are still relatively newin this area

"The existence of institutions of higher |earning and research
institutes in Malaysia run into only a few decades conpared with in the US
or the UK where they had existed since the 18th Century," she said.

She pointed out, however, that our |ocal universities and research
institutes have contributed a lot inits scientific findings for the

devel opnent of the palmoil industry.
"Experts in the industry have even produced derivatives from pal m oi
whi ch can be used as fuel for car engines ... but unfortunately it is

quite costly to conmercialise the product on a |large scale," she said.

Sharifah Barlian said science devel opnent in Ml aysia should be tuned to
the needs and to what is relevant for the country.

"W do not have to conpete with the advanced nations but instead focus
on the scientific advancenent that will be useful to our country.

"It is our job to scientifically inprove our potential resources in the
country just as the West will only create innovate technol ogi es which
benefit their own needs," she stressed.
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