18/ 02/ 1998
Sheer test of endurance, says PM

Zakri Baharudin

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said riders taking part in
the Le Tour de Langkawi woul d face a sheer test of endurance in the 12-day
bi cycl e race.

"The Le Tour de Langkawi is different fromthe other races in Europe
simply because of the country's clinmte and atnosphere,” said Dr Mahathir
at the opening of the race at the Berjaya Beach Spa Hotel in Langkaw
yest er day.

"The riders should take this opportunity to test their real strength and
stam na under the hot and hum d tropical conditions as opposed to the
tenperate and dry European clinmte."”

Dr Mahathir, who is the Patron of the Tour, also acknow edged the
sponsors of the 1,820kmrace which is offering RML.6 million in prize
noney.

The total organisational budget for the race is estimted at RML5
mllion.

The nmain sponsors are Tel ekom Mal aysia who are also the title sponsors.
They gave RVMb million in cash and ki nd.

The ot her sponsors are Petronas, Genting, Maybank, Plus, Ganuda, Vico,
Berjaya Group, DRB-H com Hong Leong and Chocol ate Products.

Supporting the annual event are Kuala Lunmpur Conmonweal th Ganes
organi sers Sukom Ni nety-Ei ght Berhad and Kruze Col a.
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