19/ 11/ 1998
Shocked by veep's bouquet for street protesters

Azi zah Rahmad

I WAS excited when | saw the Air Force One |and at the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport and felt honoured having the US Vi ce-President A
CGore together with the other heads of state in Ml aysi a.

But the news of CGore praising street denonstrators as brave people of
Mal aysia really shocked ne.

For Gore's information, Malaysia is a denocratic country. | am one of
those Mal aysi ans who lined up at the polling stations every five years to
choose the Governnent.

We have all worked hard in our own way, contributing towards the
prosperity of the nation. But as you nust have been inforned, the
depreciation of our ringgit fromJuly |last year has al nbst destroyed al
t hat .

The reformasi novenent suddenly surged when the fornmer Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas sacked fromthe Governnent for
reasons deened appropriate by the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed.

The whol e world seens to be following Anwar's trial and ordi nary
Mal aysi ans are sure he will get a fair trial and are equally anxious to
hear the verdict.

Along with this sacking, suddenly whatever the Governnent touches seem
wrong. Previous policies seemto be siding certain quarters. Wy not
before July 1997 or before Sept 2 (the date of Anwar's sacking)?

Even when the Governnment wanted to hel p certain big corporations
suffering due the depreciation of the ringgit, it was said to favour
certain people and for the personal benefit of the Prine Mnister.

I do not think the denpnstrations would actually encourage foreign
direct investnment to this country. Foreign investors would prefer
countries that are stable politically, peaceful and safe.
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