07/ 11/ 1998
" Show cause letter recipients will be interviewed

Lokman Mansor

THE Umo Suprene Council has decided that party nenbers who replied to
show cause letters for their alleged involvenent in anti-party activities
will be interviewed before their fate is known.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the party's
Managenment and Disciplinary Commttee will neet with those who had replied
to the letters and report to the Supreme Council next week.

After the last conmttee neeting on Novenber 4, Umo secretary-genera
Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chi k had said out of 33 party nembers given such
letters, 25 have replied, including forner Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi. The conmittee had al so decided to i ssue show cause letters
to 12 nmore menbers

"W will continue to nonitor their activities," Dr Mahat hir said, adding
that the reason for the interviews is not because the Suprene Council, the
party's hi ghest decision-nmaki ng body, is not satisfied with the replies
gi ven.

"There are those who pledged that they are still loyal to the party. A
this has to be taken into account,"” he said at a press conference after
the Suprenme Council neeting in Kuala Lunmpur |ast night.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting discussed the country's econom ¢ probl ens
and the 1999 Budget. Sone of the Suprene Council nenbers gave their
opi ni ons, which he declined to disclose.

He said they al so di scussed slander (fitnah) by some quarters about Umo
and several l|leaders in the party. "W will counter these."

Asked how this will be done, Dr Mahathir said Umo will have to seek
cooperation fromthe press. "The international press, of course, wll
al ways be anti-Umo. At |east the |local press should be nore bal anced.

That is all | ask."

He said the council also appointed Umo vice president Datuk Sri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi as Penang Umo |iasion chairman, a post left vacant
followi ng the expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe party on
Sept enber 3.
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