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Significant savings if students remain here

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Substantial national savings could be rmade by
reduci ng dependence on forei gn workers and sendi ng fewer students abroad
to pursue tertiary education, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad sai d today

Wil e there nmust be stricter and m ni numuse of foreign workers, he said
the country could not do away with thementirely.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent could not stop foreign workers remtting
nmoney back to their hone countri es.

Addr essing nore than 350 participants at a dialogue with port users and
pronoting Port Klang as a national |oad centre, he said:

"Anong ot her neasures that the Government had taken to stop the outfl ow
of funds is to reduce the number of students goi ng abroad for further
studies."

In the past, he said many students were sent overseas. There is no such
need now that they are many universities in the country. Many of them have
twi nning programmes with local and foreign institutions.

"Students could pursue their education here for two years before they
| eave for overseas. In fact, there are even opportunities nowto conplete
tertiary education wi thout having to go overseas."

He said the nove to send students overseas was to expose themto life
abroad and have a better outl ook of the culture there, but "these have now
al | changed”

In the case of Malay students, he said they Iive anong t hensel ves when
t hey go abroad.

"The nodern Mal ay student does not go to pubs any nore, which is a good
thing, of course. But they stay together and do not mix with the |ocals,
as if they have exported Malay villages to overseas."

There are al so sone Mal ay students abroad who only only mix with people
fromown States, with Kel antanese staying wi th Kel ant anese, and Kedahans
stayi ng wi t h Kedahans.

Despite all this, he said the Governnment woul d continue to send students
overseas to do their post-graduate courses in order to acquire know edge
and t echnol ogy.

On foreign workers, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent wanted to m nim se
the use of their services. Depending too nmuch on them al so created soci al
pr obl ens.
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