17 JUL 1998
H ghway
S| MULTANEQUS CONSTRUCTI ON OF EAST COAST HI GHWAY FROM BOTH ENDS

KUALA TERENGGANU, July 17 (Bernama) -- There has been a proposal to
construct the Karak-Jabor-Cendering stretch of the East Coast H ghway
si mul taneously fromthe Pahang and Terengganu ends, Wrks M ni ster Datuk
Seri S Samy Vel lu said today.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had directed the
Econom ¢ Planning Unit (EPU) to study the proposal and whether Terengganu
could help the consortiumundertaking the project if construction was to
start fromboth states.

Sany Vellu said this idea was nooted by Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad who nmet hi min Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Construction of the RM3 billion highway from Karak i n Pahang to
Cendering (Terengganu) over a distance of 336kmis scheduled to begin this
Oct ober by a consortiumled by Ml aysian M ning Corporation (MV).

He said if the proposal was approved then constructi on work woul d begin
si mul taneously in Karak and Cendering before linking up at the inter-state
bor der.

Samy Vel lu said both states had agreed to make i nmedi ate | and
acqui sition once the highway's route was identified.

On the water crisis in the Klang Valley, Sany Vellu said he would visit
the newly conpleted RML36 nillion Wangsa Maj u treat ment plant next week.

He said the plant was expected to be operational within the next three
weeks.

The Public Wrks Departnment had al so signed a RM9 million agreenent
with a private conpany to channel water to the Wangsa Maju plant from
Sungai Gonbak, he sai d.
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