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Si ngapor e- Gor e
S| NGAPOREANS HI T BACK OVER GORE AFFAI R

SI NGAPORE, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Aletter witten by an Anerican
supporting Vice-President Al Gore's criticismof Ml aysia and deriding
Si ngapore at the same tinme has drawn a barrage of vehenent criticisns from
several other readers of the Straits Times newspaper here today.

They struck out at one El ai ne Supkis of New York who said she was not
surprised that Singapore was cautioning Gore to criticise Malaysia quietly
because "Singapore has no real civil liberties just |ike Ml aysia".

In her letter carried by the newspaper two days ago, Supkis said there
was nore to life than order in the streets and clai ned that Singapore was
just as anxious to squel ch any dissidence and "can get just as nasty as
Mal aysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhand if chal | enged".

CGore has drawn a lot of flak fromw thin and outside Ml aysia for
openly voicing his support for the so-called movenent for reform of
supporters of sacked deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwho had
been taking to the streets to denonstrate.

Expressi ng support for order in the streets any day, reader Chua Sheng
Yang said Gore's |lack of respect was typical of the American attitude
t owar ds nost Asian countries.

"Time and agai n, Anericans have nmade scathing criticisnms of the way we
Asi ans have chosen to structure our politics sinply because of the fact
that we deviate fromwhat they deemto be the 'superior' Anerican system

"And | amsure that we Singaporeans will 'get nasty' as M Supkis put
it, when our sovereignity and dignity are questioned and 'chal |l enged' by
peopl e who do not understand the differences between our cultures and
i nstead choose to make sweepi ng remarks based on a myopic and prej udi ced,

i f not bigoted, viewpoint," said Chua.

"If a high standard of living, a stable governnent and a multiraci al
society in which ethnic conflicts and racismdo not exist are the price to
pay for our not being a 'real denocracy with real freedom of speech', then
so be it," Chua added.

Chua pointed out that freedom of speech was a privilege and not be to
abused, citing the Monica Lewi nsky affair which was turned into a circus by
the free nedia in the US, not so much to provide the public with
information but rather to scandalise to boost ratings.

Anot her reader, Annette Kho Guan Hoon, said Supkis' perception of civil
liberties were presumably neasured by the Anerican yardstick and it woul d
be myopic to assunme that every one |living el sewhere woul d pi ne for such
denocracy.

"If the general populace is happy with the governnent, elected out of
the people's own free will, who is to suggest that 'real' civil rights are
I acki ng?" she asked.

Reader Chan Hon Chew posed this: "On the invitation of M Bill dinton,
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad wal ks into the Wiite House and gives a | ecture on
sexual norality, and hails as heroes all Americans calling for the
i mpeachnment of M dinton. Wuldn't any self-respecting Anerican fee
out raged?"

Chan said to say that Singapore or Malaysia had no real civil liberties
was a msguided notion and it was for each sovereign state to deci de how
much was accept abl e wi t hout conprom sing | aw and order.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said that
CGore, who made his remarks during a business dinner in Kuala Lunpur, was



supporting terrorismand trying to incite riots by praising Anwar's
supporters.
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