01 NOV 1998
Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
S| NGAPORE WANTS RELATI ONS W TH MALAYSI A BACK TO NORVAL

SI NGAPORE, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Goh Chok Tong said today
Si ngapore wants to put its relations with Mal aysi a back on keel.

Si ngapore wanted good relations with Malaysia and it was not in the
interest of either country to have poor relations, he told reporters after
attendi ng the People's Action Party's (PAP) Conmunity Day, here.

He was conmenting on recent reports quoting Mal aysian Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as saying that bilateral ties had taken a
turn for the better.

Goh agreed and said that the two countries were cooling down froma
period when relations were a little tense.

Goh, who will be neeting Dr Mahathir before the Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) nmeeting in Kuala Lumpur this nonth, said he sensed that
both sides wanted to get back on keel.

On Dr Mahathir's comment that they both had a sound rel ati onship, Goh
said: "Yes, we have no problemat a personal |evel. But he has got to | ook
after Malaysia's interest, | have to | ook at Singapore's interest. On a
personal |evel we get on very fine,"

Bilateral ties between the two countries have been strained in recent
mont hs over several issues including the [ocation of Malaysia's rail
i mrgration and custons facilities at the Tanjong Pagar railway station,
the request for nore water supply from Mal aysi a and the status of pension
savi ng of peninsul ar Mal aysi ans worki ng i n Si ngapore.

Mal aysi a has anot her one-and-a-half nonths to present its |egal
argunment to maintain its rail, inmgration and custons facilities at
Tanj ong Pagar after asking Singapore for nore tinme follow ng the expiry of
t he deadl i ne yesterday.

Si ngapore nmoved its custons, inmmigration and quarantine centre from
Tanj ong Pagar to Whodl ands | ast July but Ml aysia refused to do so,

Goh and Dr Mahathir last held a warm bil ateral neeting when Goh visited
Mal aysi a i n February.

Goh al so said that he woul d di scuss Asean matters with Dr Mahathir
during their neeting this nonth.

"I think Asean is going through a crisis because of the economnic
crisis, and if Asean is not keen to work together as a cohesive unit, Asean
will | ose sonme stature internationally,"” he said.

He said he woul d di scuss how Asean | eaders coul d nake the regi ona
groupi ng nore cohesive and retain its influence at the Asean summit in
Hanoi, Vi etnam next nonth.
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