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Si ngapore nust bear responsibility (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Thanam Vi svanat han

SI NGAPORE, Sat. - As the Singapore deadline for Malaysia to nove its
Custons, inmgration and quarantine facilities out of Tanjong Pagar cane
and went, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad said the republic
woul d be hel d responsi ble for any deterioration in relations between the
two countries.

Despite a strong warning from Si ngapore authorities yesterday, Ml aysia
remained firmon its decision not to renove its ClQfacilities fromthe
66-year-ol d station.

Trains ran as schedul ed, experiencing only mnor del ays when they
stopped for the first tine at the new y-opened Wodl ands train checkpoi nt
(WrcP) for Singapore Custons, inmgration and quarantine cl earance.

At the Tanjong Pagar checkpoint, details of passengers' passports were
keyed into the conputer but the docunments were not stanped.

This is an interimarrangenent by the Malaysian Immigration to all ow
passengers boardi ng at Tanjong Pagar to avoid any possibility of them
faci ng probl enms at the WICP

Asked to coment on the issue upon his return fromAfrica this norning,
Dr Mahathir said: "It is not our wish to have any dispute with them W
were going along fine ... then suddenly they deci ded they do not want our
peopl e to be in Singapore.

"The initiative is with them" he told a Press conference at the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport on arrival froma week-long visit to South
Africa, Mbzanbi que and Nam bi a

The Prime M nister was asked to comment on the stand-off follow ng
Si ngapore's decision to nove its ClQfacilities fromthe Tanjong Pagar
railway station to the new checkpoi nt at Wodl ands, closer to its border
wi th Mal aysi a.

On Malaysia's action to resolve the dispute, Dr Mahathir said: "I have
just been briefed. 1'll need a little time to think about what we are
going to do."

Wsnma Putra yesterday announced that Ml aysia would not relocate its CQ
checkpoi nt in Tanjong Pagar to Wodl ands despite today's deadline issued
by the Singapore Governnent.

The republic said the Mal aysian | nmgration woul d cease to have any
authority to performits functions at Tanjong Pagar once Singapore
| mmigrati on was no | onger present to lend its authority.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whet her Singapore's action was an under hand
tactic to force Malaysia ClQfacilities out of the republic.

"I don't know whether they can force us or not but certainly when we are
havi ng problems with the econony, this is an unwel cone probl em

"l do not know why they choose this tine to do this, maybe to themit is
a strategy," he said.

On whet her he was confident the dispute could be overcone without the
intervention of a third party, he said: "W hope we can. W will try."

When pointed out that rail travellers would face difficulties if both
Governnents refused to budge fromtheir stand, Dr Mahathir said:

"As far as we are concerned, we will function as usual. As to travellers
facing difficulties, we will see."
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