18/ 09/ 1998

Si ngapore urged to make firmstand

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Singapore CGovernnent under the | eadership of
Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong should officially distance itself fromthe
views of Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew.

Parti Gerakan central conmittee nmenber Dr S. Vijayaratnamsaid today the
republic's | eadership should state that it had nothing to do with the
di sparagi ng remarks nmade by Lee in his menoirs.

"This will certainly go sone way in assuring Ml aysi ans that Singapore
is indeed keen in fostering better relations.

"But to just sit back and let this war of words continue is a negative
stance and will be construed as they (Singapore's |eaders) silently
agreeing with what he (Lee) says," he said in a statenent.

Vi jayaratnam said being a statesnan, it was nost unbecom ng of Lee to
bring up old issues with unheal thy insinuations.

"I't is not hel pful also to keep on harping on the water supply and ot her
unpl easant epi sodes.

"There is no need to open up ol d wounds, especially at this tinme when
both nations are facing economc difficulties."

He said both nations had to conplenent rather than conpete with each
ot her.

"Therefore, the " prosper thy neighbour' policy advocated by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad shoul d be supported.”

( END)



	Singapore urged to make firm stand (NST 18/09/1998)

