27 SEP 1998

S| NGAPORE TO STAND FIRM ON TIES W TH KL

SI NGAPORE, Sept 27 (Bernamm) -- Singaporeans have been told to stand
firmand not allow thenselves to be pushed around in the present state of
downturn in relations with Mal aysia, reported the Sunday Ti nes.

It quoted Prine M nister Goh Chok Tong as saying in New York that
Si ngapor eans should also I earn | essons fromthe bout of bil ateral
bi ckering. Goh is currently on a visit to the US

He tol d Singaporeans to be aware that things could get terribly wong
suddenly and not to assune that econonic growth woul d continue forever nor
strong ties with other countries would be a permanent feature.

Goh said the recent surfeit of issues which had caused tension between
Si ngapore and Mal aysi a were unfortunate and unexpect ed.

This is because when he net Mal aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad earlier this year, they had signed a joint declaration to
forge stronger ties based on a "prosper thy neighbour" policy.

"But, what has happened? It woul d appear that we are doing exactly the
opposite," he said, noting that now the policy appeared to be one of
"beggari ng each ot her".

"They think that we are trying to beggar Ml aysia and some of the steps
they take woul d appear to be maki ng Singapore poorer. | think this is an
unfortunate turn of events," he said.

Goh said Singapore should take the downturn as part of the relations
with Mal aysia as there would be upturns and there woul d be downturns and in
the neantinme, to work towards stronger rel ations.
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