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Siti Hasmah: Qur success due to proper organisation

I zat un Hani m Shari

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Rural devel opnent progranmes in Mal aysia have been
mor e successful conpared with other countries, International Steering
Conmittee on the Advancenment of Rural and Island Winen's president Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned Ali said today.

The programmes for the economc uplifting of rural wonen coupled with
i nfrastructure devel opnent progranmes were successful due to proper
or gani sati on, she said.

"W can see that the success of the progranmes is nore obvious than
ot her menmber countries of the | SC

"This is because the poverty eradi cation programmes in rural areas under
the Rural Devel opnent Mnistry and the National Unity and Soci al
Devel opnent M nistry started since the 1970s," Dr Siti Hasman told a Press
conference at the National Unity and Social Devel opment M nistry today.

Dr Siti Hasmah, wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
who is | SC president from Novermber 1996 to 1998, said Mal aysi a woul d host
the third I SC neeting in the Pal ace of the Golden Horses fromCct 22 to
24.

| SC conprises 16 nenber countries fromfive regions and it neets once in
two years.

Thened "Poverty Anpongst Rural Wnen, the Families and Communities", the
meeting will be opened by Dr Mahathir.

Dr Siti Hasnah said one of the successful programes was the Anmanah
| khtiar Ml aysia where nore than 50,000 rural wormen had benefitted from
m cro-fi nanci ng programes.

"Some rural wormen who started micro-scale enterprises have scaled up to
smal | -scal e enterprises which shows that they are now confident to expand
t hei r busi nesses.

"Their repaynment rate which stands at 95 per cent al so indicates that
worren are credit-worthy. "

She said the conmttee had organi sed projects to upgrade the status of
rural famlies, the coomunity's health and the wonen's enterprises in
Kemanman, Ter engganu

"The projects are now in progress. The committee, with the assistance of
the Terengganu State Governnent, will hold an international workshop to
present the success of the health project in June next year.

"Meanwhi | e, Jaica (Japan International Co-operation Agency) has
organi sed a five-week training fromNMnday on scaling up mcro-enterprises
to small-scale enterprises for third world countries including Nepal,
Mal di ves, lran and Pakistan in Universiti Putra Ml aysia."

She added that the projects received grants fromthe United Nations Fund
for Popul ation Activities and Jai ca.

On whet her the regional econonic situation was affecting the comittee's
projects, Dr Siti Hasnmah said the United Nations Children's Fund was
conducting a study on the matter.

"I'n general, there may be sone effects as the projects are dependent on
assi stance fromthe Governnent and non-governnental organi sations as well
as the private sector.

"If the sources are affected naturally the effects will be passed on to
the rural areas but we would not know how nmuch the projects are affected
until the study is conpleted."

Dr Siti Hasnmah said the | SC neeting would bring together 150



participants from Asi a-Pacific (Ml aysia, Tonga, China and Uzbeki stan),
Africa (Angola, Nigeria, Senegal, Gambia and Zanbia), Anerica (E Savador,
Par aguay), Europe (Belgium the Republic of Slovak and Turkey) and the
near East and North Africa (Egypt, Jordon and Morocco) regions.

They will assess the success of the inplenentation of the action plan
for the Geneva Declaration to upgrade the lives of rural wonen in their
respective regions and share their views, information, experience,
probl ens and successes.

Participants are al so expected to propose nore effective strategies for
poverty eradication anong rural wonen

Those who have confirmed their attendance include | SC founder Queen
Fabi ol a from Bel gium and First Ladies from Senegal and Ni geri a.

Dr Siti Hasmah will present a report on the activities which had been
carried out followi ng the Geneva Decl aration and the Beijing Action Pl an.

Wor ki ng papers will be presented by First Ladi es and envoys representing
First Ladies fromJordan, Krygyzstan and Egypt. The neeting will be
attended by personal advisers to the First Ladi es, observers from
international and local institutions and representatives for rural wonen
fromeach nmenber country.

Two wor ki ng papers will be presented by the International Fund for
Agricul tural Devel opnent and United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wonen.

Ifad will present a paper entitled |ssues on Gender, Access to
Sust ai nabl e Technol ogy and Environment while Uni fema paper entitled
| ssues on Gender, M cro-Enterprise and Mbilising Wonen Through Snart
Part nershi p between Government and Non- Gover nmental Organi sations and
Private Sectors.

Aside fromthat, exhibitions about rural wonen's activities would al so
be held in conjunction with the neeting.

"W will also celebrate the Wrld Rural Wonen's Day on Oct 15 and World
Food Day from Cct 16 to 18," she added.
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