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Siti Zaharah: Nation should be top priority
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PLEDA NG to unite the people to face the current economic problens, Wanita
Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man yesterday called on all quarters
inthe party to set aside personal interests and place the interest of the
nation as their top priority.

She said the novernent would also fight any attenpt to politicise the
current econom c probl em

"What ever the situation is, all quarters nmust be reminded that it is not
the time for personal agendas which could derail our struggle to regain
the dignity of the people, religion and nation," she added.

Speaki ng at the Wanita Umo general assenbly, Siti Zaharah said Wanita
Umo would remain united to defend the stability of the party, Governnent
and country and fully support the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Towards this end, the novenent has drawn up several progranmes.

Siti Zaharah said Wanita Umo would work out a strategy to stinulate
i nterest anong wonen to nmake huge i nvestnents.

She said efforts would be nade to set up a congl onerate to enabl e wonen
to own equity in several strategic industries.

Among the areas being consi dered by the noverment were nanufacturing,
nmodern agricul ture, financial services and tourismsectors.

Siti Zaharah said the conglonerate, which would be formed through snart
partnerships with professionals, would al so concentrate on hel pi ng
conmpani es and snall and nedi um scal e i ndustries affected by the current
econom ¢ probl em

She added t he congl onerate woul d hel p conpani es and SM s whi ch needed
fresh funds and "turn-around service" to revive their businesses.

"It has been our hope that the conglonerate will become a machi nery
where entrepreneurs and professional wonen are able to contribute
positively and i ncrease wonen's participation in the chall engi ng new
sectors,"” she added.

On the plan to help SMs, Siti Zaharah said it should also cone in the
formof specific incentives to encourage exports.

The Wanita Umo chief al so spoke on the success of Tabung Ehsan Wanita
and Amanah Saham Wanita in incul cating the savings culture anong wonen.

Anot her point raised by Siti Zaharah was the need to protect the Ml ay
and Bum putera participation in the banking sector.

"We are follow ng the devel opnent in the banking sector which is now 40
per cent owned by foreign parties."

Siti Zaharah said Wanita Umo wel comred efforts to nerge banks to
strengthen the sector, but it had to be ensured that mergers woul d not be
a "danger to the nation's interest".

She al so called on the people to show greater patroti smby supporting
| ocal products and services and bringi ng back noney kept overseas.

Siti Zaharah proposed "spin doctors" to counter adverse western reports
on the country.

They would try to rectify the inpression given by the west of the
country.

On wonen's participation in decision making, Siti Zaharah said the
movenent woul d hel p to ensure nore wonen were deci si on nmakers.

The novenent was hoping at | east 30 per cent of Menbers of Parlianent,
and senior administrators would be wonmen, by the year 2005.



To achieve this, Wanita Umo would reward all parties which strove to
i ncrease wonren' s participation.
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