26/ 09/ 1998

Siti Zaharah: No objections to proposal

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man
today said the party's constitutional review conmittee had no objections
to a proposal to nmake all 165 Wanita division heads autonmati c del egates to
the general assenbly.

She said the 165 del egates would be in addition to the 10 who woul d be
el ected fromthe Wanita assenbly, usually held a day before the party
general assenbly. This would bring the total number of wonen del egates to
175.

Speaking to reporters after a Wnen's Day gat heri ng today, she said the
proposal now had to go to the party suprene council and a special genera
assenbly before it coul d be inpl ement ed.

"I amconfident that it would be cleared," she said.

In addressing the gathering, Siti Zaharah said this was a tine for wonen
to show full support to Umo president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and | ove for the country by maintaining unity.

She said she was al so shocked by the charges agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mbut had to accept reality that it had happened.

She stressed that Umo was not about "charismatic icons" or to be used
to build a person's inmage. "W nust stand together in unity and act to
protect the party, not individuals," she said.

Siti Zaharah also said it reflected badly on Malaysia if the people
brought their problens to the foreign nmedia as Mal aysia was an i ndependent
country.
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