10 JUL 1998
Ani en- Mal aysi a
SI TUATION I N M SI A DI FFERENT FROM | NDONESI A, SAYS AM EN RAI S

KUALA LUVPUR, July 10 (Bernama) -- Indonesia's nost vocal opposition
| eader Dr Amien Rais said Malaysia unlike his country does not require a
maj or reformation as the conditions here are different.

Corruption, cronyismand nepotismin Ml aysia had not reached the "nega
scal e" seen in Indonesia, said the | eader of the 28-m|lion-strong
Muhanmmadi yah novenent .

"l agree that there may be sinmilarities (between the two countries in
these aspects) but in terns of the scale and magnitude they are different,"
he said in a speech on "Denpcracy and Reformation in |Indonesia" at a public
forumin Universiti Ml aya here tonight.

The two-hour forum organised by the International Mvenent for a Just
World (JUST), was attended by about 600 peopl e.

Dr Amien said that in his neeting with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
earlier, the prinme mnister had stated that the conditions in the two
countries were different and "I agreed with hini.

Speaking to reporters after the forum Dr Amien said Dr Mahathir told
hi mof the need to be wary of the Western agenda to bring down the
econom es of Sout heast Asian countries.

Dr Amien, a political science professor at Universiti Gadja Mada in
Jogj akarta, led the public protests in Indonesia that forced Suharto to
step down as president in Muy.

He said he could not accept the view that the issue of nepotism
cronyismand corruption was part of a Western agenda, as it and ot her
social ills had prevailed in Indonesia for a long tine and had not just
been brought fromthe West.

Descri bing his discussion with Dr Mahathir as a | earning process, Dr
Am en said they al so spoke about the Mal aysi an and | ndonesi an economi es.

Dr Amien also net Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m

In his speech, Dr Amien said corruption was still under control in
Mal aysi a as proven by the resignation of forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Muhammad Muhammad Taib after he was charged in an Australian court for
failing to declare the noney he was carrying.

"l guess other cabinet mnisters feel sorry for him If it is in
I ndonesi a, such an amount of noney is regarded as peanuts,” he said.

On the inplications of the Indonesian reformation on Mal aysia, he said
there could be both good and bad effects.

"At a certain stage it can electrify an inpact in Mlaysia.

"It is up to you (Ml aysians) to decide. Accept themif you want to be
refornmed and | eave themif you don't want," he said.
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