04/ 04/ 1998

“Situation in Kosovo coul d deteriorate'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Kosovo situtation could deteriorate further,
endi ng up as a col ossal catastrophe engulfing the whole of the Bal kans, if
the Serbian | eadershi p continues to be aggressive and belligerent, Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d.

"As a denocratic, multi-ethnic nation commtted to the peacefu
resolution of conflicts, Malaysia is also of the view that dial ogue and
negoti ations are the nost effective channels for defusing ethnic tensions.

"I't would be a sharme if the world allowed the situation in Kosovo to
deterioate further till it becones another Bosni a-Herzegovina," he said in
a nessage in the Consultation on Kosovo programe bookl et.

The Consultation on Kosovo forum jointly organi sed by the Internationa
Movenent for a Just World and the Institute for Policy Research, was
I aunched by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimat the Putra
Worl d Trade Centre today.

Dr Mahathir is in Britain attending the second Asean Europe Meeting,
begi nni ng t oday.
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