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Mahat hi r - Cal m
SI TUATI ON CALM PEACEFUL DESPI TE M SUNDERSTANDI NG, SAYS DR M

GRI K, March 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the situation in Ml aysia was cal mand peacef ul
despi te some ni sunderstandi ng between two races in Pul au Pinang yesterday.

" The mi sunderstanding is on a certain issue. However, it did not
spread (to other areas)," he said when opening the Gik Umo division
del egates' neeting, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home M nister, said comunal problens in
Mal aysia were confined to certain places only and did not involve people
fromother areas.

" We val ue the peace and harnony prevailing in this country although we
have people fromvarious races," he said.

He cited the large gathering of sone 5,000 people fromvarious races
who had turned up for the function here despite the m sunderstanding in
Pul au Pi nang.

Dr Mahat hir said though Mal aysi ans were of various races and religion,
the situation was not |like in sone countries where riots and racial tension
of ten occurred.

" W adnmit that racial riots occurred on May 13, 1969 in Kual a Lunpur
However, it was contained in a short period of tine and ties were restored
shortly anobng the vari ous races which hel ped to devel op the country," he
sai d.

Al t hough there were tensions at initial stages, the situation inproved
gradual Iy and the peopl e hel ped each other to inplenent the New Economi c
Policy (NEP), he said.

Initially, the NEP faced problens as certain groups opposed and abused
it but the government nmanaged to tackle the situation which paved the way
for the country's devel opnent, he said.

" This is the result of our people's noderation which enable us to live
i n peace and harnony, cooperate and work in the same place,” he said.

" Whether they like it or not, they (foreigners) have to acknow edge
that Mal aysia's success was extraordinary to have nanaged to mai ntain ei ght
per cent economic growh for 10 years consecutively,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman, urged the
peopl e and political parties to be determ ned and united to face the
present challenges as it was only in this way " we can protect the country
fromexternal forces."
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