09/ 10/ 1998

Sl ow response to book donation canpai gn so far

| POH, Thurs. - The book donati on canpai gn, organi sed by the Mnistry of
Rural Devel opnent, has not received satisfactory response.

State Community Devel opnment Department director Ghazali |brahi msaid
nati onwi de, only sonme 350, 000 books had been col |l ected conpared with the
new one-nillion target.

The original target was 1.5 m|lion books.

"As for Perak, we have so far collected 33, 000 books of the targeted
150, 000," he told a Press conference today.

Launched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad on Aug 5, the
two- nont h canpai gn which was to have ended | ast nonth, has been extended
to Cct 31

"We urge the people to donate their ol d books which are still in good
condition," Chazali said.

Books can be dropped off at Petronas stations and at post offices
nati onw de.

The departnment has also recently started house calls to encourage nore
peopl e to donate.

Astro is also providing a collection service at their counters.

"I'n I poh, we also have a nobile collection unit. Those who have no
transport to the Astro outlet at Kinta Gty can dial 05-3223163 and Astro
personnel will collect the books fromtheir hones," said CGhazali

Publ i shers have al so been approached and response has been satisfactory.

"General ly, nmore books have been donated recently and we hope this
remai ns the case."

The book donation canpaign ains to increase literacy awareness to
achi eve 100 per cent literacy in the country by the year 2000 while
encour agi ng the people to read nore.

The current literacy rate is 93 per cent.

To date, there are 652 public libraries and 198 community libraries
nati onw de.

"The books coll ected under this canmpaign will be donated to 1,001 pl aces
such as old fol k's hones, orphanages and vill ages.

"Where necessary, we plan to set up reading corners to help cultivate
the habit."

( END)



	Slow response to book donation campaign so far (NST 09/10/1998)

