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ONE of the things Lamia Radi plans to do upon returning home to Morocco is
to share her excitenment in discovering the hydroponics way of grow ng
vegetables during a field trip to Sepang, Sel angor

To this adviser to the Moroccan M nister of Agriculture, Rural
Devel opnent and Fi sheries, devel oping agriculture sans |and seens |like a
good i dea that would help rural wonen in her country facing probl ens of
desertification and | ack of access to | and.

Radi, who is also the personal representative of Princess Lalla Meryem
of Morocco, plans to organise a nmeeting of governnent and non-governnent a
organi sations to share ideas gl eaned during | ast week's neeting in Kual a
Lurmpur of the International Steering Comrmittee on the Econom ¢ Advancenent
of Rural Worren (| SC).

She hopes to link interested NGOs in Morocco with rel evant agencies in
Mal aysia in order to hel p poor rural wonen.

By doing so, Radi will be follow ng one of the recomendati ons of the
third I SC neeting, that is, to advocate snmart partnershi ps between
governnent organi sations, NGOs and the private sector in nmobilising
resources and expertise to enhance wonen's economic activities through
environnment-friendly agricultural practices.

Menber countries that attended the three-day neeting were also urged to
pronote the fornulation and i nplenentation of the policies on such snart
partnerships in up-scaling mcro-enterprises to snall and nedi um
busi nesses anongst rural and island wonen.

At the sane tine, they should advocate the fornul ation of policies,
programres and resources so that affordable, wonen and environnent -
friendly technol ogy can be devel oped. Such technol ogy shoul d be
appropriate, taking into consideration the needs of women as end- users.

They were encouraged to get research and devel opnent institutions in
bot h governnment and private sectors to invest in the devel opnent and
transfer of suitable technology that incorporates technical and financi al
assi stance for rural and island wonen.

The concerns of poverty and wonen have been high on the agenda of the
| SC, (an advocacy group of wi ves of heads of state or governnent and their
personal representatives), since it was set up in 1992.

Under the thene "Poverty Anpbngst Rural Wnen, Their Families and
Conmuni ties”, the recent neeting was attended by 86 del egates and
observers fromni ne nenber countries: Bel gium Senegal, N geria, Jordan,
Egypt, Kyrgyztan, Myrocco, Ecuador and Mal aysia. El even representatives
frominternational organisations narmely | FAD, Unifem Unesco, UNDP, Uni cef
and Aarro were also at the neeting.

In his opening address, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
noted that over 60 per cent of the rural poor in devel oping countries are
worren who formthe backbone of the agricultural |abour force as farners,
petty traders, artisans, industrial home workers, mcro producers and
donestic servants.

They produce 35 to 45 per cent of the Gross Donmestic Product as well as
50 per cent of the developing world's food. Yet nost of themstill live in
abj ect poverty and | ack access to resources and narkets. The current
financial crisis in Asia and el sewhere has worsened the situation for many
of these wonmen. If their contribution to the reproductive sector is taken
into account, rural wonmen with this burden contribute about US$11 trillion



to rural and national economi es.

M cro-financi ng, cooperatives, extensive social and health services as
wel | as training have been used to eradicate poverty and generate self-
reliance anongst thousands of poor wonen in rural areas.

Mal aysi a, for exanple, has often been cited internationally as a success
story in reducing its poverty level from49.3 per cent in 1970 to 16.5 per
cent in 1990 and 8.9 per cent in 1995.

"Despite all these efforts, | FAD recogni ses that progress is still too
slow and that all local, national, bilateral and nmultilateral agencies
must join forces in the search for expanded know edge to better respond
more directly to rural wonen's needs, denonstrating to decision-nakers
that providing women with the right resources can have a dramatic inpact
on househol d, community and national well-being," said Farhana Haque
Rahman, representative of the International Fund for Agricultura
Devel oprent (| FAD) .

She added in her paper on "I FAD s Approach to the Environnment, Wrmen and
Technol ogy" that better than anyone el se, the poor understand what their
own probl ens and needs are. Hence, rural poverty can be overcone only
t hrough cl ose participation of the poor thenselves in the planning and
i mpl ementati on of programes intended to help theminprove their |ives.

Uni fem s regi onal programe adviser Dr Lorraine Corner's paper on "Rura
Worren, M cro-enterprises and Partnership" di scussed reasons why rura
worren tend to be involved in mcro-enterprises, and the chall enges they
face in gaining access to credit and markets.

Qutgoing | SC president Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohamad Ali, in her
regional report, highlighted sone policy initiatives as well as innovative
approaches, programres and projects carried out in sone countries. Wile
i ndi vidual country reports were distributed anong del egates, they were not
presented during the neeting.

One exanpl e of an innovative project to help rural wonmen is that of
Egypt's "one-cl assroomschool". To increase functional literacy, this
project is targeted at young, illiterate, out-of-school, rural girls
bet ween ei ght and 14 years of age.

"At these schools, the girls are given basic educational and practica
training on productive projects which could be used to enhance their
skills and inprove their living conditions,” said Dr Siti Hasnah.

This project started as a joint effort between the Governnent of Egypt
and Unesco for a three-year termfrom 1993 to 1995. It succeeded in
reachi ng 24,144 girls and was further extended to 1997.

During the neeting, plenary and concurrent sessions were held, with the
| atter focusing on four sub-thenmes: devel opnent and access to suitable
technol ogy; managi ng and conserving the environnent; inportance of mcro
and smal |l -scale enterprise for rural wonen, their famlies and
communi ties; and nobilising wonen's groups for rural devel opnent through
smart partnershi p between governnment organi sations, NGO and the private
sector.

Unli ke |l ast year's regional neeting of First Ladies fromAsia-Pacific
during which local rural wonen were brought into the conference roomto
nmeet del egates, participants of this year's event went out into the
countryside to neet their rural "sisters".

The del egates were enthusi astic about the day-long field trip to
Banghuris, Sepang, where they saw how rural wonen, with help fromrel evant
agenci es, becane successful in various mcro-enterprises such as
handi cr aft - naki ng, and produci ng noodl es and beancurd, and other food
products. They also visited a health clinic, community-nmanaged projects
and a hone-stay programre for tourists.

Besi des Radi of Mrocco who was deeply inpressed with the way rura



Mal aysi an wonen use vari ous resources to achieve a better livelihood, the
First Lady of Nigeria, Justice Fati Abubakar, al so expressed favourable
remar ks.

Said Fati, a newconer to this grouping of First Ladies: "The visit to
Banghuris is a testinony of the actions put in place towards poverty
eradi cation. | hope to put sone of these ideas to work back in Nigeria, in
addition to those that are already in place."

The new | SC presi dent, Senegal's First Lady Elisabeth Diouf, |auded
Mal aysia's, and in particular, Dr Siti Hasmah's efforts in organising a
successful nmeeting as part of the strategy to hel p poor rural wonen.
Senegal will host the next |1SC neeting in the year 2000.
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