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Sout hsoni ¢ eyes West, Australia for exports

El ai ne Jayakunar

SQUTHSONI C Cor poration Sdn Bhd, the company whi ch produces the first

| ocal | y-made high-end hi-fi systenms, is set to expand its market to the
United States, Europe and Australia by the end of the year.

Philip Goh, one of the partners in the conpany who al so pi oneered the
product, said the conpany will ship five containers or 400 conplete sets
of the PGX hi-fi systemto the US as their initial shipnment soon.

"The PGX hi-fi sets will be marketed in the US and South Anerica via
Seto Corporation, an American listed conpany," Goh said in an interview
recently.

He expressed confidence that the Ml aysi an-made audi o systemwi || be
well received in the US despite strong conpetition fromother |ong
est abl i shed brands.

"Qur strong point is that we will be offering a systemw th high end
output at a very conpetitive price," he said.

The system conprising a pre-anplifier, power anplifier, CD player and
tuner unit plus five speakers offering surroundsound, will be priced at
slightly above US$1, 000 there.

Locally, the system costs between RV, 000 and RMVB, 000.

Goh said success in the American market woul d give the PGX system a
wel cone boost in the | ocal and gl obal narket.

Meanwhi | e, Sout hsonic Corporation is awaiting orders from Si ngapore. Its
ot her export market in the Asian region is Thail and.

"Unfortunately, we are not doing well as we would Iike in the Tha
mar ket which we entered recently in view of the economi c problens there."

Goh added that South Africa was another market with great potential.

"The soft | aunch of the PGX system together with other Ml aysian
products like the Kriss notorcycles and MEC el ectrical goods was held on
Aug 1 in Capetown at the Ml aysia Tradi ng House.

"The official launch by Prime M nister Datuk Seri DR Mahat hir Mhamad
has been planned for next nonth," Goh added.

As for the |local market, he said al though peopl e have shown interest in
the system many were hesistant to fork out the noney in view of tight
financial constraints during the current econom ¢ sl owdown.

"We | aunched here at an inopportune tinme |ast Decenber when the econony
was sl ow ng down. As such, it is still difficult to gauge the response in
the local market and it is also difficult to predict the future
per f or mance. "

He al so said Southsonic Corporation's concentration was now on the US
and South African narkets.

In view of the expansion of its markets, production at the manufacturing
facility in Penang has been increased from1,500 sets to 3,000 sets per
nont h.

Meanwhi | e, the conmpany plans to introduce two nodel s of the PGX car
stereo systens/ CD pl ayer next year.

"We plan to first introduce it to the US market as the economic clinmate
here is not very conducive."

O her products in the pipeline are the PGX DVD pl ayer as well as wide
screen tel evisions which the conpany hopes to introduce by the end of next
year.

Goh said the conpany hopes to becone a major player in the global audio
i ndustry by the next mllenniumwhen the world econony is expected to



i mprove.
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