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Myanmar - Dr ugs
SPDC CLAI M5 SUCCESS | N ANTI - DRUG WAR

By: Syed Jami | Jaafar

YANGON, March 8 (Bernama) -- Myanmar's ruling authority, the State
Peace and Devel opnment Council (SPDC), has cl ained success in its anti-drug
war with its [atest destruction of seized drugs anmounting to nore than
4,500 kg of opiumand 900 kg of heroin.

To conbat the drug nenace, the SPDC formed the Central Conmittee for
Drug Abuse Control (CCDAC) which has mapped out various strategies and
tactical measures.

The nmain strategy is to uplift the soci o-econonic status of the poppy
cultivators so that poppy planting, as a neans of livelihood, will be
el i m nated, according to the English-1anguage paper "The New Li ght O
Myanmar . "

A separate mnistry was set up to carry out the task of devel opi ng the
border regions so that they becone opiumfree zones and according to the
SPDC, this has been achieved in the Mongla area in Shan state while
progress has been nade i n Kokang and WA regi ons.

The SPDC said it was al so working closely with the United Nations Drugs
Control Programme, other international organisations, neighbouring
countries and following Myanmar's entry into Asean, with the Asean
countri es.

At a CCDAC cerenony to destroy seized drugs on Feb 27, the 12th such
occasion, so far, 4,584.292 kg of opium 898.43 kg of heroin, 93.95 kg of
brown sugar powder, 11.3kg of liquid opium 20.5kg of |ow grade opium
138.87 kg of marijuana, 1,499.97 litres of phensedyl, 2.84 nmillion
anphet ami ne tablets, 88.19 gallons of cough syrup, 4,845 cough tablets and
an assortnent of other narcotic drugs were destroyed.

The street value of the drugs was estimated at US$1 billion.

Including the | atest destruction, the authorities have put to the
torch, 16,500 kg of opium 2,860 kg of heroin, 118.33 kg of opiumoil
131.19 kg of liquid opium 158.52 kg of brown sugar powder and 4,358 kg of
mari j uana.

As Ml aysi a faces a serious drug abuse problem the drugs issue is
expected to be touched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and
SPDC Chai rman Seni or General Than Shwe in their tal ks tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to arrive here tonorrow for a two-day official
visit. He will neet Gen Than Shwe for official discussions in the afternoon
and again at a state banquet in the evening.

Meanwhi | e, streets in Yangon have been decorated with Ml aysi an and
Myanmar flags as well as billboards wel com ng the Ml aysi an | eader.

Mal aysia is well-known anong t he Myanmar peopl e who see the country as
a nodel of devel opment and Dr Mahat hir as chanpion of the third world.

Myanmar (formerly Burma) used to be a key participant in the Merdeka
Soccer tournanment and anong the ol der football enthusiasts here, nanes |ike
Soh Chin Aun, R Arurmugam and Mkhtar Dahari evoke exciting nmenories. --
BERNAMA
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