11/ 08/ 1998

Speaker orders Teng to | eave sitting

SELANGOR St ate Assenbly speaker Datuk Onn |Ismail ordered Teng Chang Khim
(DAP- Bukit Gasing) to leave the sitting followi ng an argunent between
them over the notion of support to the Governnent to retain the Custons,

I mmigrati on and Quarantine centre at the Tanjong Pagar railway station in
Si ngapor e.

Teng, who got up to debate on the notion noved by Menteri Besar Datuk
Abu Hassan Orar, said as a patriotic citizen, he supported the
Governnent's stand on the issue.

However, he said the issue should not be discussed at the State Assenbly
as it fell under the jurisdiction of the Federal Governnent and the
Parliament since it involved foreign affairs.

"The matter should not be touched as it clearly falls under Article 73
and 74 of the Federal Constitution," he added.

Onn, who ordered Teng to be seated, said the notion was only to give
support to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad on the issue and
thus, there was nothing wong in discussing it.

Teng inmedi ately got up and said this was the second tine wthin eight
mont hs that Abu Hassan had rai sed notions in support of Dr Mahathir.

"There are nore inportant issues to be debated at the State Assenbly
rat her than the Tanjong Pagar issue. There is the econonic crisis, the
wat er issue, runour-nongering and many ot hers that need to be di scussed.
Even the expected revenue for the year is now down by 40 per cent, to only
RW700 million."

"Investment by foreigners and locals in Sel angor has dropped. Johor is
now topping the list. | think a notion of no confidence nust be passed
agai nst Abu Hassan who seens to be keen only in exhibiting his loyalty to
Dr Mahathir," said Teng.

Onn intervened and said: "Bukit Gasing nmust confine hinself to the
Tanj ong Pagar issue. He is deviating to other topics."

However, Teng kept on saying that State issues nust be given priority
rather than foreign affairs.

When Teng refused to abide by his directive and continued rai sing ot her
matters, Onn ordered himto | eave the sitting under Section 44(2) of the
St andi ng Order.

The notion on the Tanjong Pagar issue was unani mously passed by the
assenbly. The assenbly was adj ourned sine die.

( END)
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