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Specialist centre in Alor Star to install Wb-based telenedicine facility

Carol yn Hong
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Utara Specialist Centre in Alor Star will be the
testbed for a Wb-based tel enedi ci ne application.

In a nonth's time, two hospitals in London and one in California will be
linked up with the centre, using software called Patient |nformation
Fol der devel oped by the Inperial College in London

Its professor of bionmetrics, Dr Richard Kitney, who devel oped the
progranme, was at the Technol ogy Park Mal aysia at Bukit Jalil today to
denonstrate the systemto Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad

The software was brought in by Software |International Corporation, a
conpany with Multinmedi a Super Corridor-status.

Its executive chairman Datuk Al ex Lee said Dr Mahathir was introduced to
the systemwhen he visited Inperial College |ast June.

Kul i m Technol ogy Managenent, a joint venture between Kul i m Technol ogy
Park Corporation and Universiti Sains Ml aysia, is managi ng the project
for SC

Kul i m Technol ogy Managenent's group general nmnanager Mazlee Ml Ramli said
the systemwoul d be installed and custom sed to | ocal needs over the next
three nonths, including training of doctors.

Initially, five departnments in the hospital will utilise this system
i nvol ving four doctors. The software costs US$2, 000 (RWZ, 200) per
wor kst at i on.

Kitney said it would take a year to evaluate the full clinical trial of
the systemrunning simultaneously in Alor Star, London and California,
form ng a 24-hour nedi cal network.

Doctors will be avail able round-the-clock fromthese three countries.

The hour-1ong denonstration today showed how a patient's nedical records
can be stored on this system including X-rays, and retrieved by
aut hori sed doctors.

As it uses a standard Wb browser, the informati on can be accessed
anywhere in the world, using a norrmal conputer and a regul ar tel ephone
Iine or even a nobile phone.

"It gives healthcare professionals in renpte areas instant access to top
specialists in other parts of the country, w thout either party |eaving
their office and if necessary, direct access to international experts,”

Ki t ney said.

This can be done at m ni mum cost and pati ents who had previously to
travel for specialist care can now be treated in their [ ocal environnment.
It al so gives Mal aysi ans access to the international market.

On the systems security, he said there would be neasures |ike
passwords, the use of Intranet, automatic dial back and data encryption.

Kul i m Technol ogy Managenent is also working with a | ocal conpany to
devel op a smart card to give only authorised peopl e access.

( END)



	Specialist centre in Alor Star to install Web-based telemedicine facility (NST 03/03/1998)

