09/ 02/ 1998
Speci al body to collect donations to aid recovery (HL)

Badr ul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Mal aysi ans who want to donate to the country and help
strengthen its foreign reserves can contribute to a special fund to be set
up by the Governnent soon

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today the donation
could be in any formincluding property, bel ongings and cash.

"W can sell themto get foreign exchange and keep as part of our
reserves," he said when asked by newsnen to el aborate on the Governnent's
proposal to set up the fund.

Earlier in his speech when |aunchi ng the Pel aburan Ehsan Wanita, a
savi ngs canpai gn for wonen, and Kongsi Raya cel ebrati on organi sed by the
Wani ta Bari san Nasional at the Putra World Trade Centre, Dr Mahathir said

"The Government will set up a special fund, not for the purpose of
buyi ng shares, but to be used to strengthen the reserves. Anyone can
contribute to the fund.

"The nove will help the country's economy to recover."

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, | eaders of BN
conmponent parties, Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai mran and
heads of the various BN conponent parties' Wanita w ngs.

To a question, the Prine Mnister said there woul d be neasures to ensure
proper accountability in the managenent of the public's contributions.

"A special body will collect all the donations the people want to
contribute. W will designate specific places where the donations can be
made and not just to anybody.™"

Asked whet her the proposal neant that the national reserves had
dwi ndl ed, Dr Mahathir said: "Any little thing the people can do to help
t hensel ves and not have to ask from ot her people is always good".

On the amount of reserves left, the Prine Mnister said the country's
reserves were sufficient and enabl ed Mal aysia not to seek assistance from
i nternational agenci es.

Dr Mahathir said he did not know how rmuch the Governnent could coll ect
fromthe donations but added in a lighter vein that the anmount coul d be
substantial if the Press were to help in the canpaign

Asked to comrent on the action of a few United States Congressmen in
trying to link the International Mnetary Fund bail out to human and
wor kers' rights, he said:

"When they all owed the currency specul ators to deval ue the currencies of
these countries, the rights of mllions of workers were taken away by
t hem

"The right to work, the right to have food, the right to have cl ot hings
and shelter ... these have been taken away fromthem That is nore
of fensive than whatever it is that the national governnents of these
countries have done.

"What about the rights of these workers? MIIlions of themare now
unenpl oyed and it is caused by the deval uing of their currencies."

( END)
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