01/ 05/ 1998
Specific Quranic verse recitation in Friday prayers

Ahmad Suf fi an

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. The Mal aysi an |sl anm c Devel opment Departnent has
directed all State Religious Affairs Councils to insert the recitation of
a specific Qranic verse during Friday prayers, beginning tonmmorrow.

The purpose is to seek divine intervention to m ninise any adverse
effects on Mal aysians as a result of the current economic problens and
natural incidents affecting the country, said Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d O hnan.

He said all State npsques and suraus were encouraged to recite the
"Qunut Nazillah" verse during Friday prayers for a m ni mumof four weeks.
They can extend the period if they w shed to.

"The Quranic verse is always recited by Muslins when they face
chal l enging situations. This practice should be encouraged now as the
country is facing challenging tines."

Abdul Hamid said this after presenting 220 conputers and col our printers
to the States' religious |leaders to be distributed anong 210 religi ous
school s nati onwi de.

The equi pnent costing about RML million were contributed by the Federa
Territory Religious Affairs Council through its hol ding and i nvest nent
arm Yayasan Taqwa W | ayah Persekut uan Berhad, whi ch rmanages tithe
col I ecti ons.

Al so present were Penang Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mhd Shariff QOmar,
Tithe Col l ection Centre chairman Datuk Abdul Rahi m Bakar and Federa
Territory Religious Departnent director Wan Mahnood WAn Yaacob

Abdul Hamid said it was the responsibility of all Mislins to safeguard
the nation fromthe threat of being "colonialised through econom ¢ neans".

"The threat is real. Foreign elements are nani pul ati ng our stock markets
and weakeni ng our currency so that they can buy over Ml aysi an conpani es
at a mere fraction of their actual value.

"Muslinms should play their part to prevent our nation fromfalling
victimto the wi shes of foreign interests,” he said.

Abdul Ham d said about 430 million Muslins conprising 190 nmillion Arabs
and 240 mllion Malays fromthe Asian region were faced with difficulties.

"The Arab Muslins are faced with a war threat while the Malay Muslins in
this region are being threatened with econonic colonialisation,” he said,
addi ng that Muslins should co-operate with the Governnent and remain
united to mnimse the adverse effects of the country's present
difficulties.

On the future of Muslinms, Abdul Hanid said it was inportant for today's
yout hs to acquire both religious and acadeni c knowl edge as this woul d nmake
themresilient and skilful to face future chall enges.

"There are 75,000 Muslimstudents in religious schools nationw de who
have al so been encouraged to enrol in private institutions to |earn other
academ ¢ and professi onal courses.

"In future, these Muslimstudents will be the main thrust in the
adm ni strati on and devel opnent of the country," he said.

Abdul Ham d said due to the inportance of religious schools in the
devel opnent of Muslins, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had
requested the council to develop its Baitul mal Professional Institute.

"Wth political will and Miuslimconcensus the institute can be expanded
with nore branches.”

( END)
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