24/ 09/ 1998

Special unit to nonitor information on the Net

KLANG Wed. - The National Unity Departnment has set up a special unit to
moni tor information posted through the Internet in an effort to ensure
that the public is not fed with m sleadi ng and m schi evous i nformation
that can underm ne the country's unity and stability.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
Ismail said for the tine being the unit, which was set up this week, would
moni tor several websites identified as popul ar anong | ocal users.

She said due to the current |inited nanpower, the exercise would only
confine to sites popular for chatting.

"Once informati on which can cause public anxiety is detected, the
department will take immediate action to verify its accuracy and if it is
found to be untrue, correct information will be posted to counter it.

"At the sane tine, if the information can cause a panic |ike rumours
about riots in a specific area, Rukun Tetangga | eaders in the area will be
notified to carry out danage control exercise," she said after closing a
medi ation skill course for RT | eaders in Selangor and Kual a Lunmpur at a
hot el here today.

She said anong the | atest incorrect information detected by the
monitoring unit on the Internet, which could cause public anxiety, was the
resignation of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and severa
Cabi net M ni sters.

Anot her, she said, was about an inpending riot in Sabah which had caused
the public to panic, leading themto buy food in great quantiti es.

Zal eha urged the public to be nore responsi bl e and not use the |Internet
to spread unfounded runmours and sensitive statenents that could create
tension, public anxiety and di shar nony.

She said users should verify information which they received through the
I nternet and not be easily duped by those who were out to create trouble.

On preparations for the La Ni na weat her phenonenon expected to cause
flooding in several parts of the country, Zaleha said the Wl fare Services
Depart ment operations and rations roomhad al ready been activated since
the start of the 16th Conmonweal th Games.

She said all the preparati ons had been conpl eted, including identifying
temporary shelters for flood victins which could acconmpdate up to one
mllion people throughout the country.
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