27 JUN 1998
KLI A- Openi ng
SPECTACULAR OPENI NG FOR MALAYSI A'S WORLD CLASS Al RPORT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- Under a blaze of firewrks and the
poundi ng of druns, Malaysia's world-class KL International Airport (KLIA)
was officially opened in Sepang near here today.

In a gala night time cerenony staged outside the main termna
bui | di ng, Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar decl ared open the RW
billion airport that will commence operation on Tuesday.

A Mal aysia Airlines (MAS) Boeing 777 roared down one of the two runways
of the 10,000 hectare airport to synbolise the inaugural |anding at the
ultra-nodern airport.

The two-hour cerenpny was w tnessed nationwide by mllions of
Mal aysi ans via a |ive tel ecast over RTM 1.

Al so present were Raja Pernai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad who took a personal interest in
KLI'A, the |l argest ever construction job undertaken by Malaysia this
century.

Anong the 1,400 guests were Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim Cabi net mnisters, top government officials and foreign
dignitaries, Malaysia Airports Berhad chairnman Tan Sri Haji Basir |snai
and KL International Airport Berhad (KLIAB) executive chairman Tan Sri
Cifford Herbert.

KLIAwill replace the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah (SAAS) airport in Subang
as the main gateway into Mal aysia at 7am Tuesday norni ng. The SAAS airport
will ceased operations at 12.45 amafter 33 years of service.

Dubbed the "airport of the 21st century” due to its state-of-the-art
facilities and savvy technol ogy, the comm ssion of KLIA is a source of
pride for Ml aysi a.

It was conpleted in four and the half years of round-the-clock
construction with a workforce that reached 25,000 at its peak, taking | ess
than half the tinme normally required to conplete an airport of its design,
engi neeri ng and sophi stication.

The airport, anong the biggest in the world, was undertaken as a "fast
track project” by KLIAB, a wholly-owned by the Ml aysi an gover nnent.

It will be managed by MAB whi ch manages 37 airports in the country
including five international airports.

The airport is 50km south of the capital and strategically |ocated
within Malaysia's Miultinmedia Super Corridor. It is electronically linked to
Putraj aya, the Federal Governnent's new hi gh-tech adm nistration capital
and its twin "intelligent" city, Cyberjaya which are also |located in the
MSC.

The openi ng cerenony began with the "doa" (prayers) conducted by
Federal Territory Mufti Datuk Dr Hashi m Yahya.

Tuanku Ja' afar fitted a replica of the airport control tower into a
nmodel of a globe to signify the opening of the environnental -friendly
airport that is anong the largest in the world.

Soon after that, the B777 touched down with 150 "speci al passengers",
villagers fromfive kanpungs around Sepang courtesy of MAS.

The villagers were treated to a half-day tour of KL Tower and the
Conmonweal th Ganmes Village in Bukit Jalil before flying hone fromthe SAAS
airport on the B777, the latest addition to the MAS fl eet.

The air over the forner rubber and palmoil plantation site was filled
with the throbbi ng sounds froma Konpl eks Budaya Negara drumtroupe playing



the Mal ay konpang and rebana, Chinese giant drumand the Indian tabla.

This was followed by a 10-m nute spectacul ar firework display that was
wat ched by the guests frominside the main term nal building.

Based on a "forest in the airport, airport in the forest" thene, KLIA
is designed as an environnent-friendly airport. The airport itself is set
against a natural habitat in which there is a nmajor wetland nature park

Sone half a million native Mal aysian forest trees, plants and shrubs of
400 speci es have been | andscaped into 120 hectares of the airport area.
Among the trees are the Sentang, Merawan Jantan and Kerui ng variety.

Upon opening, KLIA will have a capacity to handle 25 mllion
passengers, alnost twice that of the SAAS airport, and one mllion tonnes
of cargo a year

Under future phases of developnment, KLIAw Il ultimtely handle 100
m | lion passengers annually and have four runways.

A Formula One racing track is being constructed close to the airport
and is scheduled to be ready for its first world race in 1999.
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