27/ 11/ 1998
PMs visit to Sabah fuels specul ati on on el ecti on announcenent

Joseph Bi ngkasan
THE peopl e of Sabah await with enthusiasmthe arrival of Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i n Kota Ki nabal u t oday.

They are particularly enthusiastic because of specul ation that the
di ssol ution of the Barisan Nasional -dom nated State Legi sl ative Assenbly
wi || be sooner than expected.

A State el ection nust be held by March next year, when the five-year
mandat e of the current State Assembly expires.

The nmenbers of the Assenbly were elected in February 1994.

Their termexpires in 113 days' tinme.

Al t hough Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok had said that this was a
routine visit by the Prinme Mnister, political pundits argue that it wll
i ndi cate when the election will actually be held.

Dr Mahathir will hold a cl osed-door neeting with Donpok and all Cabi net
m ni sters at Shangri-La Tanjung Aru Resort today.

He will also be neeting heads of the various religious bodies in Sabah

Later in the afternoon, Dr Mahathir will |aunch the Sabah BN Yout h
el ection machinery at the Likas Sports Conpl ex i ndoor stadi um

The launch will be attended by Federal and State BN and youth | eaders of
Sabah conmponent parties. Tonight Dr Mahathir will attend a dinner with the
peopl e.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to hold a cl osed-door neeting with Sabah Unmo
Iiaison conmttee, adding fuel to speculation that election is around the
corner.

Under the State Constitution, Donmpok as the Chief Mnister has to advise
Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai on the date of the dissolution of
t he Assenbly.

Assenbl y Speaker Datuk Hassan Al ban Sandukung will then have to inform
the El ection Commi ssion of the dissolution. Election will have to be held
wi thin 60 days.

"Shoul d the Assenbly be di ssolved within the next few days, the people
will go to the polls before the fasting nmonth begi ns next nonth," a forner
State minister says.

Donpok, who is State BN chai rman, says the BN machinery is in place

"BN does not take the Qpposition as a force to be feared in the State
el ections,” he adds.

On whether the State el ections would be on the agenda in the neeting
with the Prinme Mnister, Donpok says:

"I'f we (BN) consider it inportant to discuss it now, then | think we
shoul d. "

Umo with 21 nmenbers in the 48-el ect ed-nmenber assenbly is the backbone
of the State Governnent. Menbers in the other parties conprise Parti
Denokr ati k Sabah (11), Sabah Progressive Party (five), Angkatan Keadil an
Rakyat Bersatu (three), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (two), MCA (one) and
one | ndependent .

The opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah has four nenbers. The assenbly al so
has si x noni nat ed assenbl ynen.
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