19/ 06/ 1998

Speci al si x-nmenber Umo veterans conmittee set up

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - A six-menber conmmittee conprising Umo veterans has
been set up to assist the Governnent explain to the people the country's
econom ¢ situation and steps taken to overcone the downturn, former Deputy
Prime Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba said today.

CGhafar, who is the conmttee chairman, said the others in the committee
were Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, Tan Sri Samad Idris, forner Wanita chief Tan
Sri Al shah Ghani, IbrahimAzm (Terengganu) and Datuk Dr Yusof Nor, ex-
officio as he is the Umo information chief.

"I will submt the nanes today to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is also Umo president,"” he said in an interview after taking
part in TV3's Malaysia Hari Ini talk show

Besi des hol di ng tal ks nati onwi de, he said, the conmttee would al so
brief overseas Umo O ub nmenbers.

CGhafar said he had already net Ummo | eaders from Kel antan and Kedah and
woul d hol d di scussions with those from Sel angor and Mal acca.

Chafar, who is also the fornmer Umo deputy president, said the nost
important thing nowwas to maintain political stability to tackle the
econom ¢ downt urn

He said political instability would discourage tourists fromconing here
and al so scare away potential foreign investors.

To a question on Umo's struggle, Ghafar said: "Umo's struggl e renains
the sane ... for the race and nati on.

"However, there are nenbers who have joined the party to get wealthy or
to hold positions."

He said certain Umo nmenbers had al so changed in their struggle, adding
"they have their own political agenda."

To a question on nepotismwhich was rai sed recently, he said: "Actually,
Umo managed to include in the country's Constitution the provision for
the Mal ays' special rights ... that is nepotism

"The New Econom ¢ Policy was al so necessary ... we can also call this
nepoti sm Under that policy, thousands of Mal ays received tertiary
education and they now enjoy high positions in the public and private
sector.

On Opposition parties questioning the Governnent's nmeasures to overcone
the econom ¢ downturn, he said: "W are a denocratic country. The
Governnent nust reply to the Opposition's allegations and accusations. ™
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