04/ 10/ 1998

“Consultative spirit is alive in Umo'

KUANTAN, Sat. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad's statenent that he would consult his Umo col | eagues
on whether or not to appoint a deputy before the party el ections next year
i s another proof that the consultative spirit is prevailing in the party.

He said under the constitution, the appointnent of a Deputy Prine
M ni ster was the prerogative of the Prime Mnister and by right, he (Dr
Mahat hir) did not have to discuss it with anybody.

"But still he wants to talk it over with his Umo col | eagues. This shows
that the Prime Mnister takes into consideration view of other senior
party |l eaders," he said after a neeting with Jerantut Umo Youth chi ef
Azman | smail and his committee nenbers.

At a Press conference at his office on Wednesday, the Prime M nister was
asked whet her he woul d appoi nt a deputy, and about the possibility of the
country experiencing political instability should anything happen to him
now t hat there was no Deputy Prime M nister.

"This is something | need to consult my Umo col |l eagues. | have a duty
to consult them" stated Dr Mahathir, who is Unmo president.

Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas renpoved as Deputy Prinme M nister and
Fi nance M nister on Sept 2 and expelled fromUmmo a day after.

On today's neeting, Khalil said he took the opportunity to explain to
the Jerantut Umnmo Youth committee nmenbers events | eading to the sacking of
Anwar fromthe government and party posts.

Meanwhi | e, Azman said his comittee now had a cl ear understanding on the
situation and woul d support acting Umo Youth | eader Datuk Hi shamuddin

Hussei n.
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