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Sports Mnistry need to heed austerity cal

Randhi r Si ngh

LOVE MALAYSI A, Buy Mal aysia. The Government-initiated canpai gn seens to
have fallen on deaf ears. For, when it cones to the crunch, many

Mal aysi ans continue to opt for foreign products.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, obviously unhappy with
the attitude of Ml aysians, expressed his regret in Alor Star on Friday
that some Mal aysians still | ack confidence in |ocally-produced goods.

The Sports Mnistry seemto be one of them

They opted for foreign electronic scoreboards to be installed at severa
venues, including the Bukit Jalil main stadium indoor stadi umand
swi mmi ng conpl ex, for the Kuala Lunpur Comronweal t h Ganes.

Despite the availability of a |ocal product - manufactured at the
Bal akong I ndustrial zone in Selangor by Industronics - the Mnistry
deci ded on M tsubishi and Orega.

Sports Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Ahmad Bakri Shabdi n was
reluctant to reveal the financial details.

One wonders why the secrecy when it is nornmal practice for the
Governnent to display prices once tenders are call ed.

In these difficult times, it is inportant for CGovernnent agencies to be
transparent and above board. The Mnistry may have their reasons for

pi cki ng M tsubishi and Orega but it is difficult to accept Bakri's
argunment that they would have had to call for a re-tender if Industronics
were to be consi dered.

Bakri al so claimed that when the tenders were called Industronics had
yet to manufacture their product.

However, |ndustronics had infornmed the Mnistry that by Decenber 1997
their scoreboard woul d be on the market.

At the nonent there is one Industronics scoreboard prom nently on
di splay at the Astaka Sports Conplex in Kelana Jaya

In fact, Industronics scoreboards are installed in 35 | ocations in the
country, including the Larkin Stadiumin Johor Baru, and the soccer
stadi um and swi nmi ng conpl ex in Cheras, Kuala Lunpur.

I ndustroni cs scoreboards are also in Thailand, Brunei and the
Phi | i ppi nes. They are expected to make their presence felt in Sydney, who
wi Il host the 2000 A ynpics, w th outdoor advertising display boards.

The M nistry had al so expressed doubts about conpatability of
I ndustroni cs scoreboard and tim ng equi pment provided by ot her
manuf act ur ers.

However, the Industronics scoreboard worked well with Onega timng
equi prrent at the Cheras pool, and with the Colorado timng and scoring
equi prent in Penang | ast year during the international junior diving
conpetition

One wonders how nmuch the country coul d have saved if the Mnistry had
heeded Dr Mahathir's Love Mal aysia, Buy Ml aysia call

But Mal aysi ans, having enjoyed the good tines with eight per cent growth
for close to a decade now, are still in a spendi ng nood.

Take Penang cycling officials for exanple. Their Chief Mnister had
al ready announced that Penang, the hosts for the 2000 Ml aysi a Ganes,
woul d not be building a velodronme and will instead use the facility in
| poh.

But their cycling officials are insisting on building their own
vel odr orre.



There is no justification for such a facility in Penang.

Mal aysia, with a population of 20 million, have two velodromes - in
Kual a Lunpur (Cheras) and | poh. Both are under-utilised and nai ntenance is
a burden for the | ocal councils.

Uni versiti Ml aya had planned for an artificial turf hockey pitch in
their proposed multi-million ringgit sports conplex. It is now on hold due
to the econom c situation

In the first place, was there a necessity for such a pitch. Wat is the
ratio of the student popul ation that plays conpetitive hockey?

Even if the university were to host the Asean inter-varsity Ganes, al
they have to do is | ook around the corner - the Kual a Lunpur hockey
stadiumin Pantai.

The Governnent should al so be cautious in wanting to build too many
stadi uns and conpl exes.

One al so needs to question the Mnistry's nove to install a scoreboard
at the Cheras vel odrone. How often do we have international chanpionshi ps,
or even local neets, at the vel odrone?

For that matter do we need pernanent scoreboards as planned at the
netball and | amn bow stadiunms in Bukit Kiara?

What cones as a surprise is that despite visiting several countries and
wi t nessi ng naj or Ganes around the world - where there is prudent public
spendi ng - both Sports Mnistry and Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd officials
continue to informthe powers-that-be on the necessity of such facilities.
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