17/ 07/ 1998
Sprinklers in KL's high-rise buildings a must soon

Sreer ema Banoo

THE Cabi net has directed City Hall to amend the | egislation to nmake it
compul sory for water sprinklers to be installed in high-rise buildings,
Sci ence, Technol ogy and the Environnment Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng said
yest er day.

Speaking to reporters after |aunching the Dr Ranjeet Bhagwan Si ngh
medi cal research fund in Kual a Lunpur yesterday, he said the height of the
bui I di ngs which will fall under the jurisdiction of the anmended | aws wi |
be deternined by Gty Hall.

"The amendnment shoul d be made as soon as possi bl e, hopefully before the
Conmonweal th Ganes," he said, adding that the directive was i ssued at | ast
week' s Cabi net neeti ng.

As a result of tests conducted at Kual a Lunmpur Tower and the Kual a
Lunpur City Centre, high-rise building owers have been earlier urged to
install sprinkler systens.

The tests were conducted to deternine the effectiveness of sprinklers in
reduci ng snoke particles and tenperature during hazy days.

On the outdoor air purifier that has been installed at the Puduraya bus
station in Kuala Lunmpur and another location in Petaling Jaya, he said,
tests are still being carried out on its effectiveness.

He could not indicate howlong the tests will be conducted as "there has
been no final decision."”

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had al so i nfornmed
himof the nobile air purifier fromGermany. The conmittee involved in the
outdoor air purifier has been asked to |l ook into and conme up with a
simlar nodel, said Law

The outdoor air purifier is aresult of the work by a committee
conprising Malaysia Electric Corp, the Chemi stry Department, SirimBhd and
Sunway G oup.
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