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MAHATHI R CALLS FOR HONEST MASS NMVEDI A

SHAH ALAM July 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
toni ght the governnment wanted an active and honest mass nedia to inpart
information to the people to notivate themtowards achieving excel |l ence.

The Prime Mnister said the nass nedia's role is crucial in the
government's efforts to develop the country.

Those who have acquired the informati on had an advantage to map out
strategi es and determ ne their success, he said in his nmessage in the
souvenir programe in conjunction with the [aunch of NTV7 today.

Besi des airing entertai nment programes, he hoped that NTV7 woul d be
anot her channel that would play an effective role to create a society with
fine noral values, creative, critical and progress-oriented.

He said it is inportant that NTV7 through its progranmes nurture unity
and cl ose ties between the peopl e of Peninsul ar Ml aysia and Sabah and
Sar awak.

Forgi ng national integration anmong the people in the Peninsula with
those in Sabah and Sarawak is one of the founding objectives of the
country's fourth private television station, he said.

Dr Mahathir is confident that NTV7 would institute changes in the
tel evisi on broadcasting industry by screening |ocal progranmes that were of
quality and wi th vision.

He said the station could also inprove the skills and expertise of
Mal aysians in the field of broadcast technol ogy and nul tinedia.

" |1 congratulate NTV7 and hope it will be an effective station both for
entertainnent and to build a country and race of integrity and respect,"” he
sai d.

The [aunch of NTV7 by Dr Mahathir was televised |ive by the station.
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