07 FEB 1998

PM NO CONTEST ADVI CE PURELY FOR PARTY' S SAKE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today his advice to party nenbers agai nst contesting the
di vi si onal | eadership posts was intended only for the Kel antan state.

"Yes, the advice is only for Kelantan but there is nothing wong if the
advice is accepted el sewhere,” he told reporters here on his return froma
whirlwind visit to Thailand, the Philipppines and Si ngapore.

The Prime Mnister was commenting on the attitude of certain party
menbers who still wanted to contest divisional |eadership posts, despite
his request against doing so to avoid a party split.

Dr Mahathir who is Kelantan Umo |iaison chief said it was up to
menbers to interpret his advice or directive, but it would be "pointless”
for himto give the advice if rejected for reasons of self interest.

"If they priortise the party interest they will then have to accept ny
advi ce," he added. - - BERNAVA
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