27 NAY 1998

DOVPOK TAKES OVER STATE BN CHAI RVANSHI P

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 27 (Bernama) -- Chief M nister-designate Tan Sri
Bernard Donpok today officially took over the chairmanship of the state
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) from outgoing Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee.

The handi ng over of duties was held at a sinple cerenony, attended by
BN conponent | eaders, at the state BN operation roomin Putatan near here,
wher e Donpok pl edged to continue what Yong had |left off.

"Dat uk Yong had institutionalised the state BN |i ke never before, and
what is for ne to do is to carry out what he had prepared,"” he said.

He said that he expected the sane rapport and support Yong enjoyed to
be extended to him

Donmpok, who is Tourismand Environnment M nister and al so president of
Kadazandusun- based Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS), would be sworn in as the
state 11th Chief Mnister before the Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran
Dandai tonorrow, under the unique rotation systemof the post between the
three maj or communities here.

Donpok al so thanked Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for
his confidence in himto | ead the state BN and hence the Chief
M ni st ershi p, during which he woul d preside over the state el ecti on which
shoul d be held any time during the next 10 nonths or so.
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