17 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - assenbly
STAND BY WHAT YOU SAY, MAHATHI R REM NDS DELEGATES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday rem nded Umo del egates to the party's genera
assenbly, which starts with the Youth and Wanita conferences tonmorrow, to
be fully responsible for what they say there.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said his rem nder was not to
gag thembut to ensure that they would stand by what they said.

That responsibility would al so require del egates to be prepared to bear
the consequences fromtheir remarks, Dr Mahathir said.

The prinme nminister was speaking at a press conference here after a
cl osed-door pre-council presidential briefing to the Umo del egates on the
eve of the general assenbly.

"The briefing was nerely to explain and not to issue directives on what
del egat es can speak about. It was only to enphasise that it is vital for
themto be responsible for what they say and i f sonething happens ari sing
fromwhat they said, they nust be responsible," Dr Mahathir said.

Asked whet her del egat es speaki ng about nepoti smand cronyi smwould face
t he consequences, Dr Mahathir said: "If they cause split within the party
and |l ead to certain actions against certain people, then they are to be
responsi ble. "

Dr Mahat hir dism ssed suggestions that his briefing was to threaten the
del egates, saying "we are asking people to be responsible".

Dr Mahathir said there were people only good at tal king but woul d
disclaimresponsibility the nonent sonet hi ng happened sayi ng they did not
expect the consequence.

"We want responsible Umo nenbers,” he said in a serious tone saying
this applied to all

Asked whet her those not standing by what they said could be voted out,
Dr Mahathir said:"That is one of the possibilities... of course but then
there are a |l ot of other things that can happen... | nean, because of him
the party becones weak and i ncapable or something like that, that is his
responsibility also.™

Expl ai ni ng what he neant by an irresponsible speech, Dr Mahathir said:"
We see peopl e saying things which they cannot prove, very general Kkind of
accusation which has the effect of raising suspicion and yet not
subst anti at ed.

"I think it's very bad for the party,"” he said.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di | ast week raised the issue of
nepoti smand cronyismin the awardi ng of contracts for government projects.

Commrenti ng on Ahnmad Zahid's claims, Dr Mahathir said:"l'mquite sure he
wi Il be responsi bl e when he say that.

"Everybody will be responsible and | will be responsible for what | say
al so. | cannot go there (the general assenbly) and say sonething which wll
hurt the party and then say I'msorry as | didn't realise this is going to
happen, " said Dr Mahathir.

The prinme minister said he also briefed the del egates on the all ocation
of devel opnent projects of which sone parties accused the governnent of
favouritism

"We explain that what we're trying to do is not to nake everyone rich
but what we're doing is to ensure that the on the inter-racial pyranid the
strata distribution is nore or |less the sane," he said.

Al so present at the press conference were Umo deputy president Datuk



Seri Anwar | brahi mand information chief Datuk Dr Yusof Nor.
Meanwhi | e, when approached | ater, Ahnmad Zahid said he would still speak
on nepotismand cronyismin his address at tonorrow s Umo Youth
conf erence.
Anwar as party deputy president, as traditionally, is scheduled to
si mul t aneously open the conferences of the youth and wonen's wi ngs
t onor r ow.
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