16/ 10/ 1998

State to boost “health tourisni

JOHOR BARU, Thurs. - Johor plans to pronote "health tourisn in a big way
to woo foreigners to take advantage of the top-notch nedical facilities
and services in the State at relatively |ow rates.

State Tourism Committee chai rman Dat uk Ji mmy Low said the Johor
Governnent planned to rope in the various private specialists hospitals in
the State to make this a reality.

He said the State's relatively untapped tourismsector held trenendous
potential for devel opnent because of the high cost of nedical care and
treatnment in other countries.

"Heal th tourismhas the potential to be a major crowd puller for
nei ghbouring countries and we want to tap this narket aggressively," he
said after presenting "Johor Shopping Carnival" stickers to several taxi
conpani es today.

Al so present were Johor Road Transport Departnent director Nasir Mat Dam
and Johor Tourism Departnent director Salleh Ahmad.

Low was commenting on a statenment by Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster
Dat uk Sabbar uddi n Chi k, who quoted Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad as sayi ng that Mal aysi a shoul d pronpote health tourism

Dr Mahat hir had noted that although health facilities in the country
were relatively cheaper than el sewhere around the world, this was not
bei ng pronot ed abr oad.

Low said health care costs in Johor Baru were far cheaper than in
Si ngapore, for instance, with the | ower value of the ringgit vis-a-vis the
US dollar making it all the nore attracti ve.

He said anot her significant point was that the standard of nedi cal
treatnent and care found locally was on par or even better than those
found in other countries.

Citing an exanmple, he said the cost of nedical scanning for brain and
heart di seases here was at |east 2.5 times cheaper than in Singapore.

"Many cone here to shop. It is time we al so pronoted our excell ent
medi cal facilities and services to them | understand many Si ngaporeans
are already availing thensel ves of our medical facilities.”

He said the State Tourism Departnent would cone out with brochures and
panphl ets on health tourismfor distribution to travel agents in
nei ghbouring countri es.

"Forei gners can now cone to Johor for medical diagnosis and treatnment as
we have the expertise and equi pnment to provide high-quality personalised
nmedi cal care and service
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