27/ 08/ 1998

State Umo units expected to name PMfor president's post

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - All State Umo units are expected to nom nate Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad as party president for the party el ecti ons next
year, Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik said today.

"States |i ke Penang, Sel angor and Pahang have al ready publicly pledged
their nom nation for Dr Mahathir for the post.

"So far, there are no other candidates ... if there are no contestants,
certainly Dr Mahathir will w n unopposed,” he told reporters after
| aunchi ng Proj ek Lebuhraya U ara-Sel atan Berhad's "Mal aysia OKI" canpai gn
at the Sungai Bul oh overhead bridge restaurant near here.

Sabbar uddi n al so spoke of possible anendnents to the party constitution
i ncl udi ng abol i shing the 10-bonus vote system which gives the president
and his deputy 10 votes for every nomi nation fromany division.

Anot her is the proposal that the minimumage of Umo nenbers be reduced
fromthe present 18 to 16.

He said both proposals would be brought to the Umo Suprene Counci
al t hough he declined to confirmwhether it would be di scussed at the next
meeti ng next week.

On the m ni mum age proposal, Sabbaruddin who is also the chairman of the
party Constitution Amendnent Conmittee, said the latter had al ready
approved it and was currently waiting for the Suprenme Council's approval.

Sabbaruddi n al so di sni ssed DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang's clains
| ast week that the next general election would be held in Cctober and that
the DAP woul d deny Bari san Nasional a two-thirds mgjority in the
Parli anment.

He said only the Prime M nister knew when the next election would be
hel d and that Limdid not know anyt hing about it.

On the "Mal aysia OK!'" canpai gn, Sabbaruddin said it would hel p pronote
| ocal goods anobng both Mal aysi ans and foreigners, especially those from
Thai | and and Si ngapore, who regularly used the PLUS hi ghway.

The canpai gn which will be held until the end of the year will see the
hi ghway's two overhead bridge restaurants, 18 rest and service areas and
some of the 46 outlays stocked up with Ml aysi an-nmade goods and t he
acconpanyi ng pronoti ons.

There will also be pronmotions for |local fruits, domestic tourism
packages, delicacies and cul tural pastines at the venues.

( END)
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