16/ 09/ 1998

State Umo Youth chief urged to resign

PENANG, Tues. - State Umo Youth chai rman Dr Abdul Rahi m Ghouse shoul d
resign fromhis party post if he is not in favour of the party suprene
council's decision to expel Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfor alleged noral
m sconduct .

State Umo Liaison Conmittee deputy chairman Datuk Mohd Shariff Omrar
today sai d Abdul Rahi mshoul d step down since his support for someone
sacked by the party inplied that he was not supporting Umo.

"I think it wise that all State Youth | eaders urge Abdul Rahimto resign
since his actions do not reflect support for the Suprene Council's
decision," he told reporters after opening the Harnoni ous Fanmily (Kel uarga
Bahagi a) sem nar at Dewan Sri Pi nang.

"When the Umo State Youth chairmen net in Kuala Lunpur, they expressed
their support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s deci sion
to renmove Anwar as Deputy Prinme Mnister, Finance Mnister and Umo deputy
presi dent.

"However, Abdul Rahi mis now supporting someone who was sacked by the
Suprenme Council and this shows he is not with us."

"Since he seens unhappy with our decision, it's only honourable that he
shoul d step down," said Mohd Shariff, adding that he was in full support
of Dr Mahathir's call to Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi to
resign as party youth chief.

Mohd Shariff said he would neet all State Umo division and branch
| eaders this Friday to devise a progranme to di ssenminate information on
the party to nenbers in the State.

Meanwhi | e, several Umo division youth | eaders in the State al so want
Abdul Rahimto step down as State Youth chief and clarify his stand to
yout h menbers.

However, when contacted by the New Straits Tines, Abdul Rahimsaid it
was premature for others to tell himto step down as State Youth chief.

He sai d everyone should wait for the outcone of the appeal to be
subm tted soon to the supreme council by the "so-called reform st group”
to have Anwar reinstated in the party.

Kepal a Batas Youth chief Roslan Saidin and Balik Pulau Youth vice-
chai rman Hashim Budin called on Abdul Rahimto step down because he had
gone against the party spirit and struggle by supporting the fornmer Deputy
Prime M nister who was sacked fromthe Cabinet and party for alleged nora
m sconduct .

"Kepal a Batas Youth, like many State Youth conmmittees, fully backs the
party's decision on Anwar, and we regret that the State Youth chief is
seen with soneone who is no longer a party nenber and who is hitting out
at the party and Government daily," Roslan said today.

Hashi mi echoed the same sentinments and sai d Abdul Rahi m should step down
to preserve the State Youth wing's integrity because such actions woul d
result in people questioning the State Umo youth wi ng's stand on the
Anwar i ssue.

State Umo Youth secretary and Tasek Gel ugor Youth chief Nor Aznan
O hman, Bayan Baru Youth chief Liakat Ali Mhd Ali and Tanjung Umo youth
secretary Syed Azmi Syed Nazri said Abdul Rahi mshoul d explain his stand.

"He should do it either publicly or via an energency State youth neeting
i medi ately because youth | eaders and nmenbers will be confused if it drags
on," said Nor Azman.
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