18/ 07/ 1998
States, Mnistries ordered to cut red tape (H)

Sa' odah Elias; Ham dah Atan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has
directed all Mnistries and State Governnents to cut red tape in approving
proj ects whi ch can boost econom c grow h.

Rural Devel opment M nister Datuk Annuar Miusa and Housi ng and Loca
Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said at separate Press
briefings that the directive was issued at yesterday's neeting of Menteris
Besar and Chief Mnisters and at Wdnesday' s Cabi net neeting.

Annuar said in Malacca that Dr Mahathir felt delays in approving
projects would only hanper efforts to revive the econony.

"Dr Mahathir had pointed out that |ess bureaucracy would help the
Governnent in the long run. Procedures nust be sinplified and applications
must not take too long to be approved.”

On July 4, Dr Mahathir had said the public service nust be revanped to
reduce bureaucracy.

He had al so said civil servants could no | onger operate at the current
pace given the econom ¢ situation

In Banting, Selangor, Ting said all State Governnents had agreed at the
meeting to reduce red tape in approving housing and ot her devel opnent
projects so long as issues |ike health, safety and the environnent were
not conproni sed

"Now t hat the State CGovernnents have agreed, the | ocal councils nust
also follow suit so that pending projects can be approved faster.

"There is no reason why |l ocal councils cannot give approval on matters
within their jurisdiction, |like |land conversion and building plans within
mont hs i nstead of years,"” Ting told reporters at the groundbreaki ng
ceremony of a civic centre at Sungai Jarom New Vil | age

He said the Mnistry had received conpl ai nts about sonme |ocal councils
taking up to two years to approve | and conversion applications.

Fol | owi ng di scussions on the matter, he said, the Cabinet directed al
| ocal councils to take i mredi ate measures to speed up the approval
process, especially for | ow cost houses.

To nonitor conpliance by the councils, they would be required to submt
a report on the status of applications for devel opnent projects.

"Those which still take a long time to grant approval and cause a
project to be delayed will be asked to show cause,” Ting said.

The neeting was attended by all Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters
except Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Kel antan Menteri
Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat and Sarawak Chief M nister Tan Sri
Abdul Tai b Mahrud.

Annuar said he had given the agencies under his Mnistry one nonth to
report on their re-organisation to reduce bureaucracy in the approval of
rural projects.

Speaki ng after neeting community and political |eaders at the Wacana
C nta Negara function in Yayasan Ml aka, Annuar said the agencies could
forma one-stop centre to process applications.

"l have asked Ri sda (Rubber |ndustry Small hol ders Devel opnent Aut hority)
to subnit a report on howlong it takes to process an application for re-
pl anti ng. Other agencies also have to submt simlar reports.

"W nust be consistent in all efforts to turn around the econony," he
added.

He said the Governnment had initially allocated about RMA million this



year to develop industries in rural areas, but raised it to RMLO million
in view of the econom c probl ens.
"The Governnment has set aside RVbO nmillion to develop the industries
next year."
( END)
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