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State-1evel NEACs to keep peopl e inforned

Kamar ul Yunus

ALL states, including Pas-1ed Kelantan, will have their respective

Nati onal Economic Action Council (NEAC) headed by the respective nenteris
besar or chief mnisters, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Muhathir Mhamad
announced yest er day.

The setting up of the NEAC has been approved by the Cabinet at its
weekl y neeti ng on Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir, speaking after chairing the Umo supreme council in Kuala
Lunpur yesterday, said the state-level NEACs will act as an information
channel to explain to the people the current econonic situation as well as
nmonitor the econonic activities and problens at the grassroot |evel.

He said the state NEAC nmenbers will also arrange visits to districts and
rural areas to assess the inpact of the econom c problens on the people.

"They (state NEAC nenbers) should also try to provide the necessary
support to facilitate and snoothen business activities in the state. This
will include reducing red tape or bureaucratic procedures," he added.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said he is confident that
Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat will give the sanme support
as the other nenteris besar and chief mnisters in tackling the economc
pr obl ens.

"I'n ternms of managi ng the econony and its recovery, we do not consider
it a party problembut a national problem

"I amconfident that the Kel antan Menteri Besar will carry out his duty
as the other menteris besar and chief ninisters fromBarisan Nasional," he
added.

The Cabi net on Wednesday al so approved the conposition of nmenbers in the
NEAC. Cabi net m ni sters hol ding economic-related portfolios will al so be
menbers of the Council. Representatives fromthe other private sectors
have yet to be deternined. The Governnent is expected to announce the ful
I'ist soon.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whet her the Governnent would step up efforts
to dissemnate informati on to overcome runours.

"W have di ssem nated adequate information. Wien we said our banks are
strong and fundanmentals are good, this is not only repeated by us but also
the foreign authorities.

"Everybody say our fundanentals are okay but those who believe in
runmours don't. When | said | amhealthy, they would still say that
al though I | ook healthy, I amtrying to hide sonething," he added.

He took to task Mal aysians who would listen to runours rather than the
factual explanation by the Governnent.

"W have stepped up (efforts) but | just don't understand ... although
the runours may crop up 100 tines and proven to be untrue, they (the
public) still listen to and spread these runours.

"How rmany times have | been rumoured to resign? How many tines have
been runoured to have fainted ... dissolve the Cabinet? All of these are
untrue but yet they still nmake new runours ... the latest is that my son
has comm tted suicide," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he does not understand why people give credence to
runours when the Governnent has al ready made statenents on the situation.

"When we say we have the noney, we really have the noney. Wen we say we
have enough sugar, we really nean that but they still prefer to believe
the runmours," he added.



Quoting an English saying, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans are "shooti ng
thensel ves in the foot" by believing such runours.

The Prime M nister said the runour-nongers are the ones creating the
probl ens faced by the country.

"They spread runours sayi ng that banks are goi ng bankrupt. So, we
wi t hdraw our noney fromthe banks. This would create problens to the
banks.

"They (banks) are still strong. How many tinmes do the Prinme Mnister,
Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister, and even the Bank Negara
Governor have to repeat this,"” he stressed.

Dr Mahathir said even international authorities such as the
I nternati onal Monetary Fund had repeatedly said that the country's
econom ¢ fundanental s and banki ng systemare strong

He di sm ssed suggestions that the runours were spread by people who
recei ved i nformation fromcertain high-ranking officers.

"This is not true. Sonme people said he heard the runours fromcertain
peopl e but when we checked with the source, he deni ed have said them

"At sone point, sone people even said he had just seen the Prine
Mnister ... of course, he net and sawthe Prine Mnister, probably on the
streets or on television," he said.

The Prime M nister was al so asked on comment on Sabah Chief M nister
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee's reluctance to provide information pertaining to
| osses incurred by Wari san Harta Sdn Bhd to Umo nenbers.

"Umo nmenbers can obtain information fromthe Sabah Chief M nister
because he is a partner in the Governnment. However, it would be difficult
for us to explain everything.

"W (Umo nenbers) can still ask the Sabah Chief Mnister on the matter
t hrough the proper channel ... if there is sonmething wong, we will | ook
intoit," he added.

Sabah Umo Yout h had asked Yong to explain the alleged | osses of up to
RM72 million incurred by Wari san Harta, after having acquired three
mllion shares in North Borneo Ti mber Bhd.

However, Dr Mahathir said it it would be difficult to explain everything
when such a matter is brought up by the Opposition

(END)



	State-level NEACs to keep people informed (NST 10/01/1998)

