20/ 08/ 1998

State's local councils told to nmaintain rates

SHAH ALAM Wed. - The Sel angor Governnent today directed all | ocal
councils to postpone all proposals to increase assessnent rates until the
economy recovers.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said the directive al so included al
proposals to increase the fees for all types of services.

The deci sion, he said, was taken because the State Government did not
want to burden the people during hard tines.

Speaking after chairing the State Executive Council neeting today, he
sai d several |ocal councils had already nade proposals to i ncrease their
assessnent rates and charges for other services.

Abu Hassan al so announced t he appoi ntnent of the executive chairnan of
DZB G oup of Conpani es Datuk Zabir Bajuri as the president of the State
Gover nnent hol di ng conmpany Kunpul an Darul Ehsan Bhd.

Zabir, 51, who was the managi ng director of Kunpul an Perangsang Sel angor
Bhd from 1987 to 1995, will take over fromacting president Datuk Abdul
Azi z Yusof effective Sept 1.

Abu Hassan sai d the appoi ntnent of Zabir was necessary as Aziz, who is
al so the State Finance O ficer, would be too busy with his daily duties of
handl i ng probl ens arising fromthe current econom c situation.

Furt hernore, he said, Aziz, who was appoi nted acting president of KDEB
i n August | ast year, was busy preparing the State Budget.

I n anot her devel opnent, Abu Hassan called on factory managenents in the
State to give tine off to their enployees to enable themto attend the
gathering of the people with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
next Tuesday.

He said Dr Mahathir, who woul d be nmeking a one-day visit to Sel angor
woul d be addressing the people at the Malawati Stadi umhere at 2pm

"Menmbers of the public are welconme to attend the gathering to listen to
the nessage fromthe Prime Mnister,"” he said

"l also appeal to factory nanagenents to grant tine off to their workers
to attend the gathering,"” he added.

Abu Hassan said the visit by the Prine Mnister to Sel angor would start
with a cl osed-door neeting with Bari san Nasional |eaders at his officia
resi dence on Tuesday nor ni ng.
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