15/ 06/ 1998
Stick to business, foreign investors told

Ham sah Ham d

MALAYSI A wel cones foreign investors but will not allowthemto use their
econom ¢ power to exert political influence in this country, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d yesterday.

The Prime Mnister said it is not the business of the foreign investors
to determne the country's | eadership and political direction.

"W do not want foreign investors to cone to gain benefits only for
thensel ves and play a role in determ ning who shoul d be the | eader and so
on ... That is not their responsibility.

"They are wel cone to nake honest profits in the country and they should
not try to use their econom c power to exert political influence.

"The people in the country are capable of determ ning their own | eaders.
We are capabl e of managi ng our country politically," Dr Mahathir said when
I aunchi ng the Barisan Nasi onal (BN) Youth's carnival in Kuala Lunpur

The one-day carnival, attended by |eaders fromthe 14 BN conponent
parties, was organised to rai se noney for the National Special Fund.

Dr Mahathir sai d sone people who called thensel ves believers of the
freedom of speech have nade threats when the country voiced out its views
on t he econom c probl ens.

"When we say it, they said foreign investors do not want to cone. This
is a kind of threat to our freedom of speech.

"This nmeans that they are threatening us ... they actually don't believe
in the freedomof speech,"” he said.

Mal aysi a, he said, has not closed its doors to foreign investors who are
only here to nmake qui ck gains and as such, they should "not tell us that
we have to set certain conditions if we want foreign i nvestnents".

He said Mal aysia is peaceful and prosperous not because of foreign
i nvestors but due to the participation and contribution of the rakyat in
the country's devel opnent.

This can be seen through the rakyat's response to the Governnment's cal
to free the country fromthe pressure frominports by producing | oca
goods and not purchase foreign goods or travel overseas, he said.

He added it is the responsibility of all Ml aysians to maintain the
country's soverei gnty and i ndependence.

"W will manage our econony, God-willing, so that we can continue to be
free and our independence will not be affected,” he said.

Thanki ng those who have contri buted to the National Special Fund, Dr
Mahathir said the spirit to help the country is nore inportant than the
armount contri but ed.

The fund raised nore than RMB million yesterday, mainly fromloca
corporations as well as BN component parties.

"I amconfident that with the attitude of Ml aysi ans today, we can
mai ntai n our independence and prosperity and will be able to revive the
econony and thus achi eve the devel oped status nation by the year 2020," he
sai d.

The Prime M nister said the econonic problens facing the country have
not succeeded in undernining the solidarity of nmulti-racial Mlaysians.

Unl i ke other countries such as Northern Ireland and the forner
Yugosl avia, the strong unity and the absence of envy anbng various races
in Mal aysi a have prevented riots, he said.

"After the 1969 riot, the Governnment elected by the majority has created
policies to distribute wealth equally anmong the population ... policies



also targeting to erase the causes of that riot.
Rem ndi ng everybody to be alert against parties out to underm ne the
unity in the wake of the econonic crisis, he said: "W have achi eved
i ndependence and we do not wi sh to be doni nated again."
( END)
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