26 FEB 1998

SULTAN OF BRUNEI TO VI SIT MALAYSI A TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- The Sultan of Brunei will arrive
tomorrow for a private neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Saturday, said officials.

The two | eaders, who |last met on Feb 18 when Dr Mahathir rmade an
overnight trip to Bandar Seri Begawan, are expected to discuss further the
financial and economic situation in the region.

A Foreign Mnistry statenent today said the purpose of Sultan Hassanal
Bol kiah's trip was to have discussions with Dr Mahathir "especially in the
context of coordinating efforts to overcone the crisis"

Dr Mahathir said after his neeting with Sultan Hassanal |ast week that
Brunei had agreed to the proposal to use regional currencies for trade
among Asean nmenber countries.

The proposal is being studied by several other Asean countries
i ncl udi ng Si ngapore.

Sul tan Hassnal wi |l be acconpani ed by his younger brother, Prince Jefri
Bol ki ah, who is the chairman of the Brunei |nvestnent Agency, and ot her
seni or governnment officials during the two-day visit.

Sul tan Hassanal will be received by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and Econoni ¢ Advi sor to the Governnment Tun Dai m
Zai nuddin. He will depart on Saturday eveni ng. -- BERNAVA
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